Aims and Constitution of The Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey
The purpose of The Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey is to assist the Parochial Church Council in
maintaining the fabric of the Abbey, and its services and activities, and adorning and preserving it,
together with its furnishings, vestments and ornaments, for posterity.
The Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey shall also be free to devote a part of their fund to the preservation
and improvement of the properties forming part of the ancient possessions of the Monastery now
vested in the Trust known as the Abbey Lawn Trust, provided that the ultimate control of the use to
which such monies are put remains with the Trustees.
The management of the affairs of the Friends is in in the hands of a Council. The Vicar and
Churchwardens of the Abbey are ex-offcio members of the Council; the Parochial Church Council
nominates two representatives. Other places on the Council are filled by election at the Annual
General Meeting of the Friends.

The Friends’ Prayer
O God who for the glory of this thine earthly house
didst move thy servant Edward Pountney Gough to found
the fellowship of the Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey,
wherein we are gathered
faithfully to protect and adorn its beauty;
grant, we beseech thee, that,
we being zealous in the service of thy sanctuary,
all who worship here may perceive the excellence of thy majesty
and be filled with the fruits of thy Holy Spirit.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord who liveth and reigneth with thee
and the same Spirit, one God, world without end.
Amen

Although delayed one year by COVID 19 the theme of this report is the Abbey & the Battle to mark their 900 th
and 550th anniversaries.

Photo credits.
Front Cover: Tewkesbury Abbey from Windmill Hill on the Battle Trail (I. White)
Back Cover: Light floods the West End of the Abbey at the Festival of Lights (J. Boskett)

Thank you to Mr Jack Boskett, Mrs Joanne Raywood, Mrs Karen Vincent, Mr Marc Vincent, Dr Ian White for
the provision of photographs used in this report.
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4

Chairman’s Report
At last we dare to hope that the worst of the pandemic is behind us. Whilst Zoom has been invaluable
for meetings and on-line lectures during these last two years of semi-isolation, it has been a real
pleasure to hold committee and Council meetings in person once again and on April 30th to welcome
this year's Fitzhamon lecturer to speak to us in the Parish Hall rather than remotely. Despite the
difficulties, the Friends, like the Abbey itself, have been gradually resuming normal service and we have
continued to support the PCC at a time when its financial circumstances have encountered genuine
challenge. As we move forward we anticipate this year's Friends' Festival to be held on Sunday July 4th
and our Festival outing to Coventry which will take place on the following day. Details of Friends'
Festival are on page 27, while you will find information about the Coventry trip and also about this
year's Christmas card on a separate flyer.
As always, the key focus of our year has been to assist the PCC financially. We have been able to
increase our contribution to the Fabric Fund to £100,000 during 2022, which has enabled the PCC to
have greater flexibility with its other funds. All recognise that such a contribution is unsustainable in the
longer term and the expectation is that the PCC's finances will be back on a more even keel before too
long. We have also supported necessary work on trees in the churchyard, paid for urgent repairs to the
ceiling of the Visitor Centre basement, funded repair work on fire doors in the Visitor Centre and,
most crucially, provided £85,000 as matched funding for the replacement of the Visitor Centre firstfloor windows. The latter enabled the PCC to secure major grants from two funding bodies to ensure

Works on the Visitor Centre
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that the work could go ahead. At our last Council meeting in April we also approved supplementary
funding for The Friends' Scholar to guarantee that Ellie March will be in a position to complete her PhD
and the Abbey's Conservation Management Plan by the end of the calendar year. Ellie writes about her
progress on page 17. Finally we were also able to respond positively to a request to fund two Choral
Scholarships for Schola Cantorum for five years, continuing the support we offered in 2017.
It has been heartening indeed to see the Abbey coming back to something approaching full vigour.
After a significant period of closure, followed by months of restricted arrangements for services, it
seems as though we've turned a major corner. The Holy Week and Easter services were back to their
traditional dignity and splendour and we look forward to a Friends' Festival as joyous and convivial as
normal. It was distressing that we were unable to celebrate the 900th anniversary as we wished, but
the spectacular Festival of Lights was ample compensation and drew thousands of visitors over the
course of its four days in November. Remembrance Sunday saw a full Abbey for the first time in many
months and Christmas services were well attended. One unexpected bonus of the pandemic has been
the provision of live-streaming of services, made possible by the gift of appropriate equipment from
The Friends. Many have found both joy and comfort in being able to access Abbey services from their
own homes when unable to be physically present.

The Festival of Lights in the Abbey ( J Boskett)
We look forward now to Friends' Festival, and a programme for the day is to be found on page 26.
Last year the Festival was somewhat curtailed, although it did feature, most successfully, the launch of
the facsimile edition of The Founders' Book, which had the support of up-front funding from The
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Friends. As you'll see, this year we feature another book launch: that of Fr Charles Whitney's muchanticipated History of Tewkesbury Abbey. This has been some time in the gestation and writing, but as
Friends we are delighted to be associated with it in a number of ways, Fr Charles being a current
member of Friends' Council. We hope that, whether or not you are able to be with us on that
occasion, you will wish to purchase copies of the book. Excerpts from the book are on pages 13 and
14, with details on how to reserve your copy.
With Friends' Festival comes our AGM and it is always the case that this is an occasion on which we are
able to thank all those who have made a significant contribution to our work, but also to bid farewell to
those whose time on Council draws to a close. This year we say goodbye to three such individuals.
Patricia Purkiss has served two full terms on Council and notably was the inaugural Co-Chair of the
Events Committee. Patricia set the standard for our talks and activities and those of us fortunate
enough to attend the lectures or to participate in the excursions will remember what enormous care
she took over their organisation; her meticulous planning and thoughtful concern ensured that
everyone had a wonderful time. She did much to put friendship at the heart of The Friends. Thanks,
Patricia. For some time, Hugh Sweet has expressed a wish to stand down as our Treasurer. During the
two years of the pandemic, however, he selflessly agreed to continue to serve. In the eleven years of
his Treasurership, Hugh has been tireless in ensuring that our books and our accounts are kept in
immaculate order. I don't think anyone truly appreciates how much work is involved "behind the
scenes" (what a convenient phrase that is!), all of it done with patience and good humour. We owe
Hugh an enormous debt of gratitude. He will be a very hard act to follow. Thanks, Hugh. Finally, it is
time to pay tribute to Andrew Crowther who became Vice-Chairman of The Friends in 1994, having
been first elected to Council in 1973. This represents an extraordinary record of commitment,
enthusiasm, expertise and energy. Andrew has been a reassuring and considered presence and I
personally have been enormously grateful for his support, wise counsel and willingness to take on any
task with verve and determination. His standing down gives real meaning to the expression "the end of
an era". We hope that he will maintain his association with The Friends. Thanks, Andrew.
Of course, those of us who serve as Officers are dependent on the hard work of all members of
Council and its committees. My thanks go to all who have served since the last AGM. All Friends are
dependent on the amazing work of our Secretary and Administrator, Karen Vincent. She is
indefatigable in her service to The Friends and undertakes everything she does with clarity, efficiency,
grace and good humour. We are continually in her debt. Thanks, Karen. Lastly, we could not function
as effectively as we do in serving the Abbey and assisting the
PCC without the unstinting support and good will of you, our
members. It is always good to hear from you and we are keen to
keep in touch. Please visit our website regularly and let us know
of your particular concerns and interests. My thanks go to each
and every one of you.
Before closing this Chairman's Report, I have important
information about The Friends' 2021 Appeal.
News of the Friends' 2021 Appeal
You will be well aware that we launched our 2021 Appeal in
October 2019 with the intention of limiting it to a two year
period, ending on the 900th anniversary of the Feast of the
Consecration on October 23rd 2021. We set a target figure of
7

£202,100, which we hoped would make a substantial contribution to funding the PCC's proposals for
the transformation of the West End of the Abbey to make a light and welcoming entrance. Sadly, the
pandemic seriously undermined the progress we were making and prevented us from undertaking the
fundraising activities we had hoped to organise. We have nevertheless raised the remarkable total of
£126,000 to date. Our thanks are due to all those of you who have contributed in any way; some have
made extraordinarily generous donations for which we are extremely grateful. As you may recall, it had
been our expectation that we would be able to re-launch the Appeal for a further fifteen month period
at this year's Friends' Festival in order to reach our original target. We hoped to do this with specific
proposals for re-ordering the North Porch entrance to the building and such proposals were well
advanced. Unfortunately the PCC has encountered serious disruption to its plans and those proposals
have necessarily been put on hold. John Parkes, Churchwarden and Chair of the PCC Fabric
Committee, explains the situation as follows:
As a response to the Friends' 2021 fundraising campaign to commemorate the 900th anniversary of the
Abbey's consecration, the Fabric Committee and the PCC raised a project to install a glass porch to the north
entrance to the Abbey replacing the present memorial oak lobby. The main aims are to improve disabled
access and present a warmer, lighter and more welcoming entrance to the Abbey. After much work and
research we presented 3 options and architect's drawings to the congregation. A meeting was held a few
months ago with the Chair of the Diocesan Advisory Committee and a number of their architectural advisors.
Their approval is necessary for faculty permission to be granted by the DAC.
Unfortunately, their response to our 3 options was less than enthusiastic and disappointing for us. We have
written to them challenging their position, but at the moment we do not have anything substantial that we
could be sure will meet DAC approval that we can present to the Friends in order to resume the fundraising
campaign. This is still a work in progress and we will continue to research possible solutions to reordering in
the West End and the North Porch entrance.
In these circumstances we feel that a formal re-launch would be inadvisable at this stage. Council has
agreed, however, that we will ring-fence the money already raised and keep the Appeal fund open. In
due course we anticipate that the PCC will be able to move forward with a scheme that will achieve
the desired reordering at the West End and which will be acceptable to all parties. We recognise that
this will take some time, but once we are in a position to do so we shall revive our programme of
fundraising. In the meantime, we express again our very grateful thanks to all who have given to the
Appeal. Both the PCC and the Friends deeply regret the situation in which we find ourselves. We shall,
of course, keep members of The Friends informed about developments and we look forward to a
resolution of the difficulties and the opportunity to put the 2021 Appeal back on track.
Graham Finch

A New Vice-Chairman
After 25 years supporting the Chairman I am stepping down from this office. I was privileged to have
been in contact with the Abbey in this role, helping with the essential support given by The Friends.
Andrew Crowther
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Vicar’s Report - From Abbey House:
A friend in need is a friend indeed
What does it mean? I find it a little contradictory. Surely it should be the other way around? Something
like:
A friend who is there when you are in need is a friend indeed.
I grant you not quite the same ring, but it makes more sense to me.
When you’re feeling at your best, are relaxed and able to enjoy the fun of all that life brings, who
doesn’t want to be your friend? But isn’t the mark of a true friend being someone who also turns up
when things are going wrong and sees you through a sticky patch?
This is what the Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey have done
during these two years of COVID 19 pandemic in supporting
Tewkesbury Abbey. Along with other friends (small ‘f ’ this
time), the Friends have supported me and the PCC through
these most challenging years in the spirit of their constitution.
And for that, I want personally to say a big ‘thank you’ from
me, as Vicar of Tewkesbury Abbey, and a huge ‘thank you’
from the Abbey Community. Throughout this time, the Friends’
Council and its officers have not only stood behind me but
beside me in these most challenging of times.
In response to the pandemic, one of the strategic projects the
Friends assisted the Abbey with was purchasing the Live
Streaming equipment. This has been an essential means by
which people have maintained their connection with the
worshipping life of the Abbey. During the early months of
2021, a regular service attracted 500-600 views, occasionally
over 1,000 views.
Again, the Friends stood beside us when the PCC applied to
the COVID Recovery Fund Capital Projects with 20% matchfunding to undertake repairs in the roof voids. Due to
hibernating bats, this project had to be reshaped, but I’m
pleased to report it has been completed on time and under
budget.

Live-streaming equipment in use

Supported by a grant, The Founders’ Book was published and
launched at the Friends’ Festival in July 2021. Most of the planned town’s festivities for 2021 were
either cancelled or drastically reshaped. Therefore, The Founders’ Book is a significant Abbey marker of
2021.
February saw the return of on-site worship in the Abbey and the opening of the Tea Room, with the
Abbey Shop quickly following. They were up and running for the summer and the return of the
tourists.
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In the autumn, the Abbey adopted a new pattern of Sunday worship which Friends can see on the
Abbey’s website. We will review this arrangement in the autumn of 2022. To the great delight of many,
the autumn also saw the return of masked hymn singing.
A formal dinner marking the 900th anniversary of the Norman consecration was held in the nave and
attended by HRH, The Princess Royal. This was followed by the Son et Lumiere, which told the story
of Tewkesbury and its Abbey. The experience greatly moved those who saw it. The phrase, ‘Don’t we
live in a great town?’ was often heard as people left the Abbey on that occasion.
So, finally, and once again, thank you for being a Friend, a Friend in need and a Friend in deed.
In Christ’s service,
Fr. Paul
Revd Canon Dr Paul Williams

* * STOP PRESS * *
th

At the morning service on 8 May Fr. Paul announced his appointment by Her Majesty the Queen as
Rector of Sandringham. He will take up this appointment later this year and will be leaving Tewkesbury
in August. The Friends wish Fr. Paul all the very best in this prestigious position.

Membership Updates
The Friends have welcomed the following new members during 2021:
Life members
Mrs Lark Briggs
Mr Arthur Lawrence
Mr John Parkes
Mrs Joan Webster

Mr Malachy Cornwell-Kelly
Mrs Catherine Lawrence
Mrs Hilary Reeves

Dr Roger Johnson
Dr Nicholas Lewis
Mr Les Stamp

Annual members
Mr John Goom
Mr Mark Taylor

Mr Martin Hooker
Mr Jonathan Thorne

Dr Angela Nicholls

We also remember those Friends who died, or whose deaths were notified, during
2021:
Mr William Adams
Mr Robert Frost
Mrs Hazel Holway
Miss Gill Smith

Mrs Jean Basham
Mr Denis Hill
Mrs Betty Martin
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Mr JR Brett
Mrs Jean Hill
Mr Michael Mawer

An Abbey Guide
Abbey guides are one of those groups of volunteers in the Abbey whose work is important both as
part of the Abbey's ministry of welcome to visitors and also as contributors to the economic wellbeing of the Abbey. Recently, we have recruited a number of new guides who have had to learn many
facts and demonstrate various skills.
An Abbey guide must like people and the prospect of talking to them over a sustained period as a
normal tour takes just over an hour and a quarter. A sense of humour is useful. While some of our
new guides have been teachers or former teachers, several have had little to do with giving out
information in their working lives and relish the opportunity to do so. Secondly, guides must be
sufficiently self-confident that they
don't immediately panic if something
untoward occurs or they are asked a
particularly awkward or difficult
question. They must also be able to
think on their feet. For example, they
may find that a part of the Abbey
interior has been cordoned off and
the guide must immediately adapt
their route to take account of that.
They may also find themselves with a
visitor who has difficulty keeping up
and so the guide must adapt the tour
accordingly.
However, before he or she can take
around a party of visitors, they must
do some homework. First, they must
have some awareness of basic English
history from just before the Norman
invasion, say from c.1050 through to
the early 1540s with particular
reference to the monarchs of the
period and the great families of
medieval England, notably the de
Clares, the Despensers and to a much
lesser extent the Beauchamps. They
must know about the dissolution of
the monasteries. They need to know
something of the period 1541-1837 –
the monarchs and what was happening
to the church in that period. They
need to know the Victorian era quite
well through to the present day with
particular reference to what was
happening in the church, the
monarchs, two world wars and some
social changes.

The author, Charles Whitney, and a new abbey guide meet at the
north porch at the start of the first tour of the season
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The aspiring guides must also have some understanding of church architectural terms. First, they must
understand and be able to spot examples of the various period styles such as Romanesque or Norman
(c.1066 – c.1200), of which the Abbey is a particularly fine example, though not at the east end; Early
English (c.1200.- c.1280) of which there are fragments in the north transept on the east side;
Decorated (c.1280 to c.1380) which is effectively the quire and east end of the Abbey; and
Perpendicular (c.1380 – c.1470) of which there is hardly any in the Abbey. They must also appreciate
the Victorian Gothic Revival that is represented by a significant number of windows. Secondly, a guide
must know their aisle from their apse, their reredos from their rood and their triforium from their
tryptych among other terms and know where such things may be found in the Abbey.
For over 400 years, the Abbey was the key focus of a large and increasingly influential monastery, and
so a guide needs to know something about how a Benedictine monastery functioned, the various posts
and what they were responsible for, the daily offices and what you might find in a monastery of the
period other than a church.
Having mastered all that, the fledgeling guide is now in a position to tackle the biggest subject – the
history of the Abbey itself. The student guide will quickly come to appreciate the basic work that they
have done earlier, as national history and Abbey history have a way of interweaving, especially in
medieval times. Issues such as the civil war between King Stephen and Empress Matilda have an Abbey
dimension, as does the Interdict put on King John by the Pope in 1208 because the former would not
accept Stephen Langton as the new Archbishop of Canterbury. The same could be said of the Battle of
Bannockburn in 1314 but especially of the Battle of Tewkesbury in 1471, the dissolution of the
monasteries between1536-1540 and the setting up of the diocese of Gloucester in 1541. Even as late
as Victorian times, the Abbey has had an influence at national level with the founding of the Society for
the Protection of Ancient Buildings being founded by William Morris in large part because of the
architectural re-orderings of the interior of the Abbey by Sir George Gilbert Scott.
Finally, there are the practicalities of being in charge of a group being taken around the Abbey. Issues
such as safeguarding, where to find assistance, refreshments and loos and who to notify if there are any
problems must be addressed. Where a tour finishes is also important. Guides are asked to finish at the
Abbey Shop but also to point out the merits of becoming a Friend of Tewkesbury Abbey, a move
which several fledgling guides have made already.
One or two who are ear-marked to be ready to take groups round the Abbey by the end of April have
already been 'in charge' of groups of various sizes, under the watchful eye of others who have both
experience and knowledge of taking groups round. On completing a tour, guides feel a real sense of
satisfaction, not only because they have completed a challenging task but also because very often they
have given pleasure to other people while at the same time, through their efforts, helped the Abbey's
finances in a practical way, for which the Abbey is very grateful.
Revd. C. E. Whitney
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Extracts From “A History of Tewkesbury Abbey – Celebrating 900 Years”
From Chapter three '11221215: from Dedication to the
signing of Magna Carta'
The lead up and aftermath of the
signing of of Magna Carta
'...Relations between some barons
and (King John) had reached a
point where Stephen Langton, as
Archbishop of Canterbury, had to
intervene to try to find a pragmatic
compromise. The result was
Magna Carta, the final version with
the King's and 25 barons' seals
affixed at Runnymede by the River
Thames on 19 June 1215. The then
earl of Gloucester and therefore
lord of Tewkesbury, Geoffrey de
Mandeville, was present, as well as
two of the de Clare family, soon
successively to be earls of
Gloucester themselves. A copy of
Magna Carta was sent to
Tewkesbury Abbey, which appears
to have been lost possibly during
the early eighteenth century, it
having been seen and remarked
upon by Sir Matthew Hale, the
distinguished seventeenth century
judge and jurist, a man of
unimpeachable integrity, during a visit to the Abbey before 1713.
'Magna Carta, securing important legal rights for barons and freemen (although very few for serfs), has
been seen as an important landmark in Britain's history. However, within two years of its approval
many of those present, who also had an interest in Tewkesbury and its Abbey, were dead. King John, a
former earl of Gloucester, together with Geoffrey de Mandeville, then earl of Gloucester, both died in
1216. Richard de Clare, who was also present at Runnymede, held the earldom and lordship of
Tewkesbury for a few months only before himself dying in 1217. Only Richard de Clare's son, Gilbert,
who was also present at the agreement, survived to become earl of Gloucester and lord of
Tewkesbury in 1221. It is to the impact that the de Clare family had on Tewkesbury Abbey that
attention is now turned...'
From Chapter six: 'The battle of Tewkesbury, Henry VIII and the Abbey's Dissolution'
A brief resume of the Battle of Tewkesbury and its immediate aftermath...
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'...The Yorkists, unlike the Lancastrians, seem to have had some cannon, which they fired at the
Lancastrian lines. Some of the latter, possibly goaded into action by seeing men killed in their lines
without being able to respond, left their comparatively good position to attack the Yorkists, but were
forced to retreat, some men breaking rank and fleeing. The retreat a rout. Many tried to reach the
River Severn. However, a band of possibly two hundred mounted Yorkists, concealed by a high hedge
on the edge of what is now Tewkesbury Park, fell on the fleeing Lancastrians. As they tried to reach the
Lower Lode to cross the river, they were cut down in what is now called the Bloody Meadow. Others
are said to have drowned in the mill pond; still others sought sanctuary in the Abbey. They were
pursued by the Yorkists and accounts differ as to what extent sacrilege was committed by the slaughter
of Lancastrians within the Abbey. Abbot Strensham succeeded in persuading the Yorkists to leave the
Abbey, taking their luckless Lancastrian prisoners with them ...
From chapter six 'The Battle of Tewkesbury, Henry VIII and the Abbey's Dissolution'
The Royal Visit to Tewkesbury Abbey of King Henry VIII and Queen Anne Boleyn
'...the Dissolution of the Monasteries (was) planned by (Thomas) Cromwell, agreed by the King and
unreservedly supported by Queen Anne Boleyn. As far as is known, nothing was said to the abbot of
Tewkesbury as to what was already beginning to happen elsewhere.
Abbot Wakeman was delighted with the Royal visit to Tewkesbury. He showed his appreciation by
sending Cromwell a horse and £5 with which to buy a saddle. In his letter to Cromwell, he wrote, 'I
thank you for your goodness at my preferment and your loving commendation to the King when he
was at Tewkesbury, as yet undeserved of me.' He might have been less delighted if he had been aware
how Protestant Queen Anne Boleyn was in her religious sympathies. She had almost certainly read
Simon Fish's bitterly critical – and therefore heretical – pamphlet Supplication for the Beggars, published
in Antwerp but available in England from February 1529. It accused the monasteries and the clergy of
the Roman Catholic Church in general of taxing rather than helping the poor, of holding half of
England's wealth yet being only 0.25% of the whole population. As Queen Anne looked around the
magnificent Tewkesbury Abbey with its painted walls and pillars, its beautiful stained glass, its
wonderful, embossed nave ceiling, the sumptuous vestments of the clergy and the superb quality of the
patens, chalices and other church plate, not to mention the sheer high standard of the hospitality, she
might well have thought that Fish had made a good point...'

Revd. C. E. Whitney

“A History of Tewkesbury Abbey – Celebrating 900 years” will be launched at 12 noon during
the Friends’ Festival, 3rd July, and copies will be available for purchase on the day.
If you wish to reserve your copy please email shop@tewkesburyabbey.org.uk or send a written
request to Ms Rachel Trott, Tewkesbury Abbey, Tewkesbury, GL20 5RZ
The book will cost £20 (plus £5.00 postage and packing if requested), but please DO NOT send any
money at this stage.
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Tewkesbury Medieval Festival is back for its postponed 550th
commemoration of The Battle of Tewkesbury
The Festival, which is one of the largest in Europe, was started in 1984 by a group of local history
enthusiasts and attracts re-enactors from all over the world. It takes place on the second full weekend
of July every year and has only paused for the Covid 19 pandemic.
The weekend is based around The Arrivall of the forces of
the houses of York and Lancaster into Tewkesbury on the
4th of May, 1471. The Arrivall culminated in a bloody and
decisive battle, which saw several leading protagonists lose
their heads, the death of a prince and a severe dent in the
fortunes of the House of Lancaster.
Throughout the weekend the public are entertained by live
music, food, drinks, living history displays and
demonstrations, giants, jugglers, jesters, dancers, rogues,
scoundrels and a huge market, all free of charge. The only
cost is for car parking, a short walk from the site, and a
voluntary donation into the famous Tewkesbury Battle
buckets!
The culmination of each day is the re-enactment of the
battle itself. As the troops under the leadership of
Somerset, Wenlock, Exeter, Devon, Clarence, Gloucester,
The King and the Prince of Wales clash, renowned
historical expert Professor Ronald Hutton provides a
commentary to interpret events as they unfold- with a little
help from the village idiot.
Following this, on the Saturday evening there is a
recreation of the executions of The Duke of Somerset
and other leading nobles outside The Abbey, before a
candle-lit sung compline, well attended by reenactors in
period clothes and locals alike. This is a sincere and solemn
service.
The event brings in an extra 25,000 visitors to Tewkesbury
and is a vibrant and dazzling spectacle. Local schools have a
chance to gain the benefit of the re-enactors’ historical
knowledge on Schools’ Day, on the Friday, and local
groups and schools provide colour and excitement as they parade through the streets of Tewkesbury
on the Sunday morning.
Catherine Taylor
Company Director of Tewkesbury Medieval Festival
www.tewkesburymedievalfestival.org
The Friends will have a stand alongside the Abbey in the Exhibition Tent on the Battlefield at this year’s
festival on the weekend of 9th & 10th July – do come and say hello!
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Prayers in the Abbey for the Lancastrians
As a result of one of the decisive battle of the War of the Roses, the battle of Tewkesbury 1471, many
Lancastrian nobles were killed. A number were buried in the Abbey in unmarked graves. There then
followed twelve years of relative peace under the Yorkist rule of Edward IV until his death in 1483, and
two further years ruled by Richard III. In 1485, at the Battle of Bosworth Field, Henry VII successfully
secured the crown. Henry was of Lancastrian descent but married Elizabeth of York, Edward IV’s
daughter, thereby bringing together the two houses and initiating the House of Tudor.
In 1500, at the age of 43, Henry VII made an agreement with the then Abbott of Tewkesbury, Richard
Cheltynham, for daily masses for himself and his wife plus annual “dirges, obsequies and masses” on
the anniversary of the Battle of Tewkesbury, for his father Edmund Tudor Earl of Richmond and also
for Edward Prince of Wales the son of Henry VI, Edmond Beaufort Duke of Somerset and his brother
Lord John of Somerset, the last three were killed at or after the Battle of Tewkesbury and buried in the
Abbey.
The terms of the agreement were recorded on the large vellum parchment dated 17th March 1500,
shown here. This Indenture is currently held by the Abbey. It isn’t on public display but can be made
available for specific events and scholarly study by prior arrangement.
An Indenture is an agreement, or commitment, between parties. This agreement, like many others,
detailed significant financial benefits as recompense for the services to be performed and penalties
should they be missed. To avoid any fraudulent changes to such documents they were sometimes
written twice onto a single parchment and then separated, as here, by a shaped cut though a pattern.
These “indents” could then be matched by holding the two documents together to verify authenticity
and this is where our word Indenture is derived from. Maybe somewhere the other copy still exists,
perhaps in an archive of Henry’s documents.

This image is very difficult to read but a transcript can be found on the Friends website:
http://www.friendsoftewkesburyabbey.org.uk/

Dr Ian White
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Update from The Friends’ Scholar
After a challenging couple of years, it has been wonderful to finally resume my regular monthly trips to
Tewkesbury. A special thanks must go to Jane Chamberlain and Caroe and Partners for letting me use
their office space while the new windows are being fitted in the Abbey Offices; what a lovely building
with a gorgeous view of the Abbey to be temporarily based in!
In February, I presented an update on the CMP to the Friends’ Council, taking them through a draft
outline of the document and addressing any questions. Inevitably the pandemic has greatly impacted
research and related site visits over the course of the last two years, and therefore had a knock-on
effect on the production of the CMP. The Fabric Committee and architect, however, have been a
wonderful support, inviting me to attend virtual meetings and updating me on ongoing works and
projects. Following the meetings in February, I now have an agreed-upon outline for the CMP, a
timetable for the completion of different sections, and meetings planned with various individuals to
ensure I have all the correct and up-to-date information to complete the document.
The impact of the pandemic has been recognised
to a degree by the university and I was able to
apply for a six-month funded extension. I have
desperately been trying to make the most of this
although, unsurprisingly, aspects of my thesis have
had to change in light of the lockdown-related
restrictions. While this has meant that plans for
some of my fieldwork have had to change, it has
given me the opportunity to spend more time
looking at other sources which I otherwise might
not have looked at. The more intense period of
thesis writing is therefore very much under way. In
the recent meeting between the team here in
Ellie introduces herself, and her work, as the speaker at
Exeter and that at the Abbey, my supervisors
the Friends' Festival in 2019
reported very good progress with the project and
the thesis which is shaping up to be a very interdisciplinary piece of work, presenting a discussion of
diverse materials from a range of documentary sources as well as architectural and archaeological
materials.
Most recently, I presented an overview of my research to Worcestershire Archaeological Society at the
beginning of April. This was met with some very positive feedback and the group are very much
looking forward to their summer trip when they are planning on visiting the Abbey. In the summer I
have also been accepted to present my research in two sessions at this year’s Annual Meeting of the
European Archaeological Association in Budapest. Despite the various challenges and set-backs posed
by recent times, my research and passion for this project has not diminished and I look forward
hopefully to sharing some of this with you soon.

Ellie March
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Young Friends
Now that pandemic restrictions have eased the time has come to get the Young Friends together again.
April 23rd saw some of our Young Friends in the nave, contributing to the Stitch Story – a Tewkesbury
2021 community project to create a 6m long series of embroidered panels telling the story of
Tewkesbury. The panels are now nearing completion and soon the Young Friends will be able to show
friends and family their stitches.
Young Friends are good at sharing. It was lovely to see them encouraging the children of visitors to
come and add their stitches too, making them welcome and showing them what to do.
During the last two years, the demographic of our Young Friends has changed a little. Several are now
almost adults, but they have now been joined by some very Young Friends who are not yet five years
old. It’s great that parents want to encourage their children in this way. We are looking at ways of
giving our older cohort more grown-up things to do.
In the summer, we hope to bring the Young Friends of all ages together to assemble to biggest display
of knitted monks the Abbey has ever seen and also to create a monks’ trail in the Abbey grounds.
Joanne Raywood, Young Friends’ Coordinator

Stitches being added to the panels in the session held at the Abbey

The Stitchstory project is being launched at the Tewkesbury ‘Big Weekend’ on 21 st & 22nd May 2022, and
includes a new QR-coded story trail around the town provided by local voices.
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Friends’ Events
Fitzhamon Lecture 2021: "Hallowing God's House in 1121: the consecration of the
Abbey Church at Tewkesbury"

On Saturday 24th April 2021 a hundred or so members of The Friends from all over the country
gathered around their laptops and tablets to enjoy a Zoom lecture by Professor John Harper, Emeritus
Professor of Music in the University of Bangor and Emeritus Director of the Royal School of Church
Music. Professor Harper is an international authority on early medieval music and liturgy. In the year of
the 900th anniversary of the consecration of Tewkesbury Abbey he spoke to us of the rites and
ceremonial involved in such an occasion. He provided many insights into exactly what might have
happened on 23rd October 1121. With the help of copious illustrations, including from the Samson
Pontifical, and extracts of contemporary antiphons and chants, we heard how Bishop Theulf of
Worcester, assisted by four other bishops, would have followed the rites of dedication outlined in the
Pontifical, a compilation of texts and directions for such a ceremony produced by Theulf's predecessor,
Bishop Samson. After an introductory litany, entry would have been made into the church; water in the
font would have been blessed and used for sprinkling both the outside and inside of the church and
also the altar. The latter, along with the corners of the church and its doors, would then have been
anointed with the oil of chrism. This entire liturgy would have taken several hours, the whole of the
outside of the church, for example, being encircled three times. The occasion would have culminated
in a special Mass of Dedication, the Introit for which would have been based on the words of Jacob as
he anointed the stone he declared to be an altar at Bethel: "Full of awe is this place; it is the House of
God and the Gate of Heaven". The lecture was full of fascinating detail and the audience was hugely
appreciative of Professor Harper's knowledge and expertise. The lecture was made available for a
short period on The Friends' website during July 2021.
Fitzhamon Lecture 2022: "The Last Monks of Medieval Tewkesbury"
Following last year's lecture about the very beginning of Tewkesbury Abbey, on Saturday April 30th this
year we were treated to a lecture about its very end. We were fortunate indeed to have as our 5th
Fitzhamon lecturer, Professor James Clark, who has recently published a magisterial account of the
Dissolution of the Monasteries. We learned about the organisation of the monastery, the way of life of
its 38 monks and its centrality to the life of Tewkesbury itself. Professor Clark outlined the various
stages in the process, determined by Henry VIII and carried out under his authority by Thomas
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Cromwell, of the closure of the monasteries and the dispersal of their personnel, both ordained and
lay. On 9th January 1540, Tewkesbury was one of the final monasteries - and the very last in
Gloucestershire - to be surrendered to the king. We were told of what happened subsequently to its
inhabitants and of the fate of its various buildings, the church itself, of course, being rescued by the
people of the town who paid £453 for it, the value of the lead on its roof and of its bells.
It was such a delight to be together in person for this year's event and we couldn't have wished for a
more inspiring lecturer. The lecture was extremely well received and there was a chance to ask
questions and to meet Professor Clark over refreshments afterwards. An audio version of the lecture,
accompanied by the slides, will be available on the website shortly. We hope that those who were
present will enjoy listening again and that those who weren't will find it more than adequate
compensation.

Next year's Fitzhamon Lecture, the 6th, will take place on
Saturday April 22nd 2023.
It will be given by Dr Adrian Ailes of the University of Bristol,
who will speak to us about the heraldry of Tewkesbury Abbey
with particular reference to The Founders' Book.

An additional talk will be given on Friday 28th October 2022. Our lecturer will be Dr Tim Bridges,
who will speak about the work of George Gilbert Scott, responsible for the 1870s restoration of the
Abbey. The lecture will be titled: ‘Gilbert Scott: Hero or Villain?’

Details of both these events will be available in due course, and it is hoped
that updates to the Friends’ website will mean that it will be possible to
book tickets online.
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Secretary’s Report
In recent months the Friends’ membership database has been moved from a third party online provider
to being held within the Friends’ webhosting arrangement. The Privacy Policy has been updated
accordingly and can be viewed in the Members’ Information section on the website. A paper copy will
be sent to any Friend upon request. Compliance with GDPR legislation is regularly reviewed.
Plans to improve communication in the next 12 months include refreshing the appearance of the
Friends’ website, implementing a system of subscription reminders for those not using standing orders,
and improving interaction through the website.
Please remember to advise the Friends of any changes to email and postal addresses, and please slip a
note in with your Will to say that you are a Friend of Tewkesbury Abbey and asking your Executors to
notify us in the event of your death. Thank you.
Karen Vincent, Secretary & Administrator

Treasurer’s Report
Investments
At the end of our financial year the value of our investments had increased by £99,121 over the value
at the end of the previous year. This compensated to a large extent for an excess of expenditure over
income of the unrestricted funds of £101,896. It must, of course, be borne in mind that the value of
investments can go down as well as up.
Bequests
The Friends are most grateful for bequests from Jean Hill, Gwen Murphy, Elizabeth Fisher, and the
estate of Anne Cadbury for the 2021 Appeal. Bequests are a vital part of our income and enable the
Friends to continue to make substantial contributions towards important projects and the general
maintenance of the Abbey.
Grants
Included in the amount of £143,809 is £78,000 for maintenance of the fabric of the Abbey, £26,221
for repairs to the Abbey roof voids and £16,275 for the purchase of live streaming equipment. A
further £195,881 has been designated for 2022, which includes £100,000 for maintenance of the fabric
and £80,713 for essential repairs to the office windows.
2021 Appeal
As in 2020 the pandemic has had an adverse effect on the Appeal. However generous contributions
have continued to be made, and at the end of the year the Appeal stood at £125,658 towards
substantial improvements to the West end of the Abbey.
Annual Subscriptions
As noted last year, the subscription rate for annual membership was raised to £20 per member per
year with effect from 1st January 2020. We are grateful to those members who pay the new rate. We
would urge those still paying at the old rate to increase their payment to the new rate. A form for
passing to your bank, which includes the Friends’ bank details for setting up an internet banking
instruction, is available from the Friends’ Administrator or can be downloaded from the Friends’
website at https://www.friendsoftewkesburyabbey.org.uk/member-information/
Hugh Sweet, Hon. Treasurer
21

Summarised Statement of Financial Activities
for the year ended 31 December 2021

2021

2020

£

£

INCOME
Subscriptions, donations and legacies

57,440

69,402

Investment income

25,561

25,324

2,008

1,369

85,009

96,095

143,809

107,577

6,568

4,519

150,377

112,096

Gains/(losses) on investments

99,121

(11,310)

Net income/(expenditure)

33,753

(27,311)

Total funds brought forward

941,963

969,274

975,716

941,963

Cards, Events, Young Friends
Total Income
EXPENDITURE
Grants
Other Expenditure
Total Expenditure

Total funds carried forward
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Balance Sheet at 31 December 2021
2021

2020

£

£

FIXED ASSETS
Investments

789,742

665,621

607

545

25,219

36,590

162,760

240,894

188,586

278,029

(2,612)

(1,687)

185,974

276,342

975,716

941,963

Unrestricted Funds

699,419

702,194

Restricted Funds

127,342

90,814

Endowment Funds

148,955

148,955

TOTAL FUNDS

975,716

941,963

CURRENT ASSETS
Stocks of books and cards
Debtors
Cash at bank and on deposit

Creditors
Net Current Assets
NET ASSETS
FUNDS
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting
held on Sunday 4th July 2021 at 12 noon in the Abbey, under Covid restrictions
Those present included: Ian Bartlett, Alan Beagley, Marion Beagley, Neil Birdsall, Alexander Bloom, Ian Bloom, Natasha
Bloom, Sue Coulton, Andrew Crowther, Rosemary David, Janet Davis, Stephen Evans, Maddy Greenland, Graham Finch,
Rosemary Harvey, Nicola Hawley, William Hunt, James Lancelot, Sylvia Lancelot, Nancy Oakes, John Parkes, Hugh
Phillipson, Ruth Phillipson, Alan Purkiss, Patricia Purkiss, Colin Sawyer, John Smith, Les Stamp, Ivan Steele, Richenda Steele,
Hugh Sweet, Karen Vincent, Marc Vincent, Pat Webley, Ian White, Marsha White, Charles Whitney, Paul Williams, Margaret
Wilson
As the AGM was held publicly, immediately after the close of the Friends’ Festival Sung Eucharist and prior to a book
launch, a number of other people were also in attendance.
Apologies: Tony & Jennifer Barrett, Malachy Cornwell-Kelly, Jane Crowther, Susan Evans, Patricia Fearnley, Andrew
Gravells, Carl & Barbara Harcourt, Alan Hawley, Pat Horsley, John & Sandra Lanigan, Mavis Lawrence, Julia MaxlowTomlinson, Nigel Morgan, Geoffrey Purefoy, Peter Quinnell, Joanne & David Raywood, Katherine Watson, Graham
Whitehead, Robin Wilson

Graham Finch, Chairman of the Friends, welcomed everyone to the Friends’ Festival and the Annual
General Meeting, and those who were present for the launch of The Founders’ Book Facsimile. He
thanked all who had contributed to the preceding Choral Eucharist, which had been inspiring.
The names of those Friends who had died since the last AGM in 2019 were read:
Mrs Jean Basham
Mrs Joanna Chorley
Mr M Stephen Dawe
Miss Patricia Gentry
Mrs Marjorie Hayes
Miss Joan Holgate
Mr David Lambert
Mr Kenneth Middleton
Mrs Jenny Morris
Mrs Mary Portman
Mrs Audrey Spooner
Mr Colin Webster

Mrs Anthea Budgett
Miss SG Comins
Mr Kenneth Dove
Mrs Dawna Greaves
Mr Denis Hill
Mrs Hazel Holway
Mrs Betty Martin
Mrs Margaret Middleton
Very Red Michael Moxon
Mr JA Richards
Mrs Sandra Vickers

Mrs Anne Cadbury
Mrs Marylena Cottrell
Mr Robert Frost
Mrs ER Griffiths
Mrs Jean Hill
Mr Keith Lamb
Mr Michael Mawer
Mr ER Morris
Dr I David Parsons
Mrs Margaret Riley
Revd Richard Watson Williams

Revd. Paul Williams led those gathered in the Friends’ Prayer and the Friends’ Meeting Prayer. He
reflected that 2021 was to have been a year of festivity for the Abbey and the town, and instead he
paid tribute to all those who have played their part in keeping the Abbey open. He wished to
particularly thank the Friends for their financial assistance, which had included the purchase of live
streaming equipment so that services could be broadcast online.
Graham Finch thanked Karen Vincent for the production of the Annual Report.
The Minutes of the AGM held on 7th July 2019 were approved. All present were in favour.
Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman
Karen Vincent read out the nominations.
24

For Chairman , Mr Graham Finch, nom. Nancy Oakes; sec. Andrew Crowther
For Vice-Chairman : Andrew Crowther, nom. Graham Finch; sec. Nancy Oakes
There being no other nominations the nominees were declared elected.
Graham Finch thanked Andrew Crowther for offering to stay on as Vice-Chairman for another year;
his wise counsel is invaluable.
Election of Council Members
Graham Finch thanked all who had served on the Council. Farewell was said to Alan Hawley and
Katherine Watson who were standing down. Mr John Comins, a Council member since 1990, had
completed his permitted period of service under the Friends’ Constitution; his acumen with regard to
investment will be missed. Mr Neil Birdsall has also completed his permitted period of service; his
knowledge and love of the Abbey, since first serving as the Abbey’s Architect prior to Council
membership, has brought much to the Council. Tribute was paid to David Parsons who would have
been eligible for re-election this year. His presence on Council and as a Friend is missed.
Graham Finch read out the nominations to the Friends’ Council
For three years:
Mr Rafael Bellairs, nom. Graham Finch; sec John Parkes
Mr Stephen Evans, nom. Mary Green; sec. Nancy Oakes
Mrs Maggie O'Leary, nom. Joanne Raywood; sec. Janet Davis
Mrs Linda Parsons, nom. Hugh Sweet; sec. Sue Coulton
For two years (no elections held in 2020):
Mrs Sue Coulton, nom. Graham Finch; sec. Karen Vincent
Mrs Joanne Raywood, nom. Nancy Oakes; sec. Hugh Sweet
Mrs Janice Smail, nom. Mary Green; sec. Hugh Sweet
The Revd Charles Whitney nom. Andrew Crowther; sec. John Parkes
For one year:
Mr Hugh Sweet, nom. Margaret Wilson; sec. Joanne Raywood
It was proposed by the Chairman that as the number of nominations was equal to the number of
vacancies on the Council all would be declared elected to Council. All present voted in favour.
Election of Treasurer
Hugh Sweet has been Treasurer for ten years. Whilst he is keen to stand down he has agreed to stand
for another year, nominated by Janice Smail and seconded by John Parkes. All voted in favour.
Appointment of Examiners
Hugh Sweet proposed, and all present voted in favour, of appointing Haines Watts Worcester Limited
for coming year.
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Treasurer’s Report and Accounts for the year ending 31st December 2020
Hugh Sweet referred those present to the summary accounts included in the Annual Report. He
thanked all who have made bequests to the Friends as they form such a major proportion of the
income received,
The Covid situation has not helped the 2021 Appeal, some £94,000 of the £202,100 target has been
achieved.
Adoption of the accounts was approved by the vote of all present.
Hugh Sweet wished to record his thanks to the members of the Finance and Investments Committee
for their assistance and work.
Any Other Business
The date of the Friends’ Festival and AGM in 2022 was confirmed as Sunday 3rd July
The meeting closed with The Grace at 12.25pm

Elections to Council 2022
The following Officers and Trustees will be elected at the Annual General Meeting on 3 rd July 2022:
Officers elected annually: Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Treasurer
Council Member to serve for 3 years:
4 members
Note: 3 current Council Members are eligible to stand for a second term of 3 years
To Nominate a Friend (Annual or Life Member) to one of these positions please write in
by post to
The Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey, Tewkesbury Abbey, Church Street,
Tewkesbury, GL20 5RZ Please mark the envelope ‘Council Election Nomination’
by e-mail to admin@friendsoftewkesburyabbey.org.uk
Please use the subject line ‘Council Election Nomination’
Please use the following text:
I wish to nominate (FULL NAME) for election to The Council of the Friends of
Tewkesbury Abbey as (CHAIRMAN, VICE-CHAIRMAN, TREASURER, MEMBER)
Your name (PROPOSER)
Your phone number or email:
NAME OF SECONDER
I confirm that I have contacted the above named to second this proposal.
Please send in nominations before 19th June 2022
26

Agenda for the Annual General Meeting
The Friends’ Meeting Prayer
Apologies and Opening Remarks
Minutes of the AGM held on 4th July 2021
Election of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman
Election of Council Members
Election of Treasurer
Appointment of Examiners
Treasurer’s Report and Accounts for the year ending 31st December 2021
Vicar’s News
Any Other Business
Date of Festival and AGM 2023 – Sunday 2nd July

The Friends’ Meeting Prayer
God our Creator, grant that your love may be present at our meeting,
so that what we say and do may be for the good of Tewkesbury Abbey and its Friends.
May we receive fresh encouragement in our labours, catch a wider vision,
and dedicate ourselves anew to the work to which you have called us.
We ask this in the name of Him who came not to be served, but to serve,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Programme for the Friends’ Festival – Sunday 3rd July 2022
Confirmation, or cancellation, of all or any part, of this programme will be displayed on the Friends’
website and in the Abbey Bulletin from 19th June.
10.30am

Choral Eucharist
Preacher: The Venerable Hilary Dawson, Archdeacon of Gloucester

12 noon

Reception and Launch of ‘A History of Tewkesbury Abbey’

1.00pm

Bring and Share Lunch – please take your contribution to the Tea Room before the
morning service. If you would prefer to social distance please bring a picnic.
Wine and soft-drinks will be provided. Under-cover seating will be available.

2.30pm

Annual General Meeting to be held in the Parish Hall

4.00pm

Afternoon Tea

5.00pm

Festival Evensong
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