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The Council and Officers of The Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey 2020-21
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Mrs J Raywood (Young Friends’ Coordinator)

Mrs J Smail (Friends’ Table)

Revd CW Whitney
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The Friends of  Tewkesbury Abbey is a Registered Charity, No. 211236, governed by a constitution created

in 1933, amended 2nd July 1989, and further amended on 7th July 2013
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Chairman’s Report

2021 was planned to be a year of  great celebration. Marking the 900th anniversary of  the consecration
of  Tewkesbury Abbey and the 550th of  the Battle of  Tewkesbury, the town and the Abbey were set
for twelve months of  exuberant festivities in which The Friends intended to play a very full part. As
things have turned out it is all proving to be very different - and extremely low key. There is still hope,
of  course, that through the summer and autumn some of  the planned activities will  be able to go
ahead, culminating in the great commemoration of  the Consecration in October. In April The Friends
contributed a special Fitzhamon Lecture delivered via Zoom by Professor John Harper and entitled
"Hallowing God's House in 1121: the consecration of  the abbey church at Tewkesbury". A brief  review
is featured on page 9. We are also fully intending to hold a special anniversary Friends' Festival on
Sunday 4th July, provided that the restrictions have been fully lifted by then, as intended in the Prime
Minister's "road map". Details can be found elsewhere in the Report, but an exciting highlight will be the
launch of  the facsimile edition of  "The Founders' Book" whose publication is imminent. Sadly, for the
second year in succession, it will not be possible to have our Festival outing on the following Monday.

The wonders of  technology have enabled your Council and its
committees  to  function  very  much  as  usual,  at  least  since
September, and the work of  The Friends has continued. We have
pledged  our  usual  grant  to the  Abbey's  Fabric  Fund  and have
financed a number of  specific projects including matched funding
for  necessary  repair  work in the roof  spaces of  the nave and
aisles;  replacement  external  lighting  at  the  West  End  of  the
church; relaying sections of  the North Path, and the replacement
of  windows in the first floor of  the Visitor Centre. Thanks to two
legacies, from Miss S Comins and Mr B Dixon, we have been able
to provide the money to purchase live streaming equipment to
enable  the  Abbey's  major  services  and  other  events  to  be
broadcast  live on the Abbey's  YouTube channel.  This  followed
the  huge  success  of  the  remarkable  recorded  services  made
available during the enforced loss of  in-person worship.  These
proved to be a source of  great comfort and spiritual nourishment

and were enjoyed not just locally and nationally but internationally: one of  the very few benefits of
lockdown.

Our 2021 Appeal was intended to provide the funding for the reordering of  the internal west end of
the Abbey and it was hoped to be able to dedicate new glass doors at the North Porch to mark the
900th anniversary in October. It is a huge disappointment that the pandemic has prevented that from
taking place as planned and has also slowed the process of  fundraising. As I write, the Appeal total
stands  at  just  short  of  £100,000,  so  we  are  half  way  to  our  target  of  £202,100.  A  number  of
significantly generous donations, including a major legacy, have made this possible. As you know it has
always been our intention to put a time limit on the Appeal of  two years, culminating on the Feast of
the  Consecration  in  October.  We  hope  that  you  will  agree  that,  under  the  circumstances,  it  is
appropriate to extend that by a further twelve months and so we intend to re-launch the Appeal in the
autumn with some more detailed plans and drawings of  precisely what is proposed. Further details of
that will be available in due course.

Our usual programme of  events and activities has sadly been very much curtailed this year, but we
have been delighted with the success of  our series of  Zoom lectures during the autumn and winter
months. Fr Michael Tavinor treated us to a highly engaging and thought-provoking comparison and
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contrast between Tewkesbury and Hereford, whilst Dr Andy Moir kept us fascinated with his account
of  the Gloucestershire tree-ring dating project and, in particular, his findings about a significant number
of  buildings in Tewkesbury, including the Abbey. A more detailed account of  those talks can be found
on page  9. We are delighted also to announce that  the 2022 Fitzhamon Lecture will  be the one
postponed from 2019; Professor James Clark of  the University of  Exeter will speak about "The Last
Monks of  Medieval Tewkesbury".  It  will  be held on Saturday April  30th and further details will  be
available in the autumn. Thanks go to Patricia Purkiss, Chair of  the Events Committee, for organising
these events in difficult times.

Young Friends have particularly suffered from the difficulty of  meeting in person, but thanks to the
indefatigable  efforts  of  Joanne  Raywood,  their  co-ordinator,  a  number  of  online  activities  and
challenges has kept them in touch with the life of  the Abbey in lockdown. Our thanks, as always, to
Joanne for all that she does to inspire our young people. Likewise Ellie March, The Friends' Scholar, has
found it difficult to undertake the extensive field work she was hoping for over 2020 and 2021. She has
been only a rare visitor to Tewkesbury in that time, but her research continues apace and she is eager
to get back to the Abbey to make up for lost time. The Friends continue to support Ellie, to hear of
her progress, and to enjoy her company and enthusiasm when she's able to join us.

2020 was a year of  loss for many of  us personally and we have said goodbye to a number of  good
Friends;  a  list  of  those who have left  us is  to be found on p16. Among them are two names of
particular note for whom we include a more formal obituary: Fr Richard Watson-Williams, who from
1998 to 2004 was a distinguished Secretary of  The Friends; and Dr David Parsons, whose untimely
death just after Christmas robbed us of  an active and hard-working member of  Council. Both leave a
huge gap, not least, of  course, for their families.

David  was  also  a  founding  Trustee  and  Treasurer  of  the  recently  established  Tewkesbury  Abbey
Foundation and one of  the last projects he undertook was the drafting of  a leaflet as the focus of  a
joint Legacy Campaign with The Friends. A joint working group has developed David's original concept
and we are in the happy position of  being able to include a copy of  the leaflet with this mailing. I must
thank Council member Ian White and Karen Vincent, our Administrator, for all the work they have put
in  to  ensuring  the  success  of  this  venture.  If  you  have  not  already  done  so,  do  please  consider
remembering The Friends in your will. A copy of  the leaflet and further information are available on
The Friends' website.

As the AGM approaches, it is always a sadness that we lose from Council members who have served
us well and faithfully, but whose two terms have come to an end. Cancellation of  the 2019 AGM
unfortunately means that we bid farewell to two members of  very long-standing. John Comins has
been a source of  huge support, particularly in the field of  finance and investments and first joined
Council in 1990. Neil Birdsall has brought his huge experience as a former Abbey Architect and his
deep love of  the place to all our deliberations. He has been an elected member since 2011. Both John
and Neil  have earned our  enormous gratitude and will  be deeply  missed when we meet  again in
September. Others also come to the end of  their current term, but are eligible for re-election.

Thankfully we keep most members of  the current Council to see us through another year. My thanks
are due to all of  them for everything they do. I must, in particular, pay tribute to Dr Andrew Crowther
who,  as  always,  has  been  a  supportive  presence  as  Vice-Chairman  and  whose  good  counsel  is
invaluable. Hugh Sweet continues to do a remarkable job as our Treasurer, putting in hours of  work
behind the scenes to ensure that our accounts are always in good order and ready for the Independent
Examiner at the year end. Karen Vincent's gifts as our Secretary and Administrator are incalculable; we
simply wouldn't be the lively, well-governed organisation that I believe us to be without her tireless
effort and warm-hearted enthusiasm. I  thank all  Officers and Council  members for their unstinting
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contribution to the success of  The Friends. Last, but by no means least, I thank you, our members, for
your interest, support and generous giving, particularly through these dark days of  pandemic. We shall
emerge from the darkness and go from strength to strength in the light that follows.

Graham Finch

Vicar’s Report

The circumstances we have faced through most of  2020 meant that much had to be done in new ways.
Adaptability  was  essential  in  handling  matters  that  usually  barely  change  from year  to  year.   For
example, when the government guidelines permitted, baptisms, weddings and funerals were conducted
as never before, with extra time for preparation and clearing up and sanitising after the congregation
had left.

But we have discovered new things like live streaming that have brought new opportunities. I know that
many of  the Friends have been joining us for pre-recorded worship and now online via the Abbey's
YouTube channel.  May  I  record  my thanks to the Friends who have  applied  legacies  from Miss  S
Comins and Mr B Dixon to financing the live-streaming equipment. I know it's been a 'lifesaver'  in
lockdown for so many people shielding at home.

This was all very new and very different from what we are
used to, but it is worth reminding ourselves that the year's
landmarks did happen. Remembrance Sunday was marked
in the Abbey with the Deputy Lieutenant, Town Mayor,
and  a  single  cornet  player  sounding  the  last  post.
Christmas services did happen, and we were back in the
Abbey with in-person worship for Easter.

I want to thank my colleagues and the Abbey staff  for the
good humour and commitment they have shown in very
trying  circumstances.  New  working  practices  such  as
periods  of  furlough  for  some,  work  from  home  for
others, and Zooming into meetings have succeeded because of  the willingness of  all to adopt and adapt
to new working practices.

I want to pay tribute to our congregations who have been admirably concerned for their own and
others'  safety.  Rates  of  infection  have  been  pleasingly  low,  rules  have  been  respected,  and  the
inevitable anxieties of  living under pandemic conditions have been handled with resilience and good
humour. I have been impressed by how many have accepted things that they may not have welcomed.
I am grateful to them that this is so.

Finally,  as  I  write,  2021  was  set  to  be  so  different  as  we  celebrate  900  years  of  our  Norman
consecration. Yet, as I so often hear, 'We are where we are'. Perhaps that is why we believe in a God
who is known by the name of  'I am who I am'. May this same God bless you and keep you, may the
Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you.

In Christ's service,
Revd Canon Paul Williams
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Friends’ Contributions to 
Fabric Projects in 2020

Remedial  work,  funded  by  Historic  England  and  the
Friends of  Tewkesbury Abbey, has been taking place to
the Abbey nave roof. 

Outside,  weathered  stones  have  been  replaced  on  the
north side of  the nave and repairs to some of  the lead
panels have been made. Inside a new timber purlin has

been added and additional stainless-steel brackets added to this and existing supporting timbers. 

New monitoring systems have been installed which record relative humidity levels and temperature.
These units take regular readings which are then downloaded each month. 

Finally  reference  points  have  been  fixed  to  stonework,  across  suspect  fractures.  These  will  be
measured each month, by the Abbey’s tireless vergers, and the results monitored for any movement.
Cracks in medieval buildings are not uncommon and if  they are stable are not a cause of  concern. This
monitoring process will, over time, identify if  there is continuing movement in the structure.

Ian White 
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Zooming in … Report on Events 2020-2021

Having postponed our planned events for most of  2020
due, of  course, to the pandemic, the Events Committee
members and our Chairman decided that it might be a
good idea to follow the example of  some other local
groups and explore the idea of  a “Zoom” talk.  When
our marvellous administrator, Karen, with the help of  Ian
(Dr.  White)  assured  us  that  it  would  be  technically
possible we went ahead to select our first “victim”. We
chose someone we were certain would be popular but
also knew us well enough to be forgiving if  things went

wrong. So we approached the Dean of  Hereford, better known to everyone at the Abbey as Father
Michael, our former vicar. Although he had never done a Zoom talk before he, nevertheless, said “yes”.

So on 28th  November  Fr.  Michael  gave  a  marvellous,  beautifully  illustrated  talk  “Tewkesbury  and
Hereford - compare and contrast”. This fascinating talk was deservedly very well received by the huge
number of  people who zoomed in to hear. It was a brilliant beginning for us and we are so grateful to
The Dean. We have also been grateful to those who, as we cannot charge a fee, sent a donation
towards costs or for The Appeal.

Buoyed by our success we then asked Dr. Andy Moir, the dendrochronologist who had been tree-ring
dating many of  the ancient buildings in Tewkesbury and parts of  the Abbey, if  he would be willing to
share some of  his findings. He too had not ‘zoomed’ before but was willing to try. So, on 13th March
2021 we had  our  second illustrated  talk  -  “A New Timeline  for  Tewkesbury”  which  gave  us  the
outcome of  his and his team’s investigations into dating some of  our medieval buildings. We were the
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very first to hear the results, which was extremely exciting. Dr. Moir is a very natural, amusing and clear
speaker and was deservedly very well received by a huge, enthusiastic audience. 

For some time a lecture by Professor John Harper, the renowned expert on medieval church music and
liturgy,  had  been  planned  for  April  2021  in  our  “Fitzhamon  Lecture”  series,  to  reflect  our  900
Consecration Celebrations. We feared it would not happen but Professor Harper did not allow the
current  situation  to  prevent  him  and  gave   his  lecture  “Hallowing  God’s  House  in  1121  -  the
consecration  of  the  Abbey  church  at  Tewkesbury”  on  Zoom  on  Saturday  24th  April.  It  was  a
particularly  marvellous  event.  The  lecture,  especially  written  for  the  occasion,  was  beautiful  both
visually and musically, as well as being totally relevant to our Abbey. It was full of  new information and
insight and was heard by a large, rapt audience. 

Professor  Harper  has  promised  that,
when times allow, he will  come to the
Abbey to do a “workshop” round and in
the building, based on his talk. What a
treat in store! Watch this space!

Our plans for  later in the year will  be
finalised  when  we  have  more
information regarding restrictions.

Again our  thanks to Karen (Vincent)  and Ian (White).  Without  them we could  not run the talks,
thereby maintaining contact with you - The Friends of  Tewkesbury Abbey.

Patricia Purkiss
Chair - the Events Committee
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Young Friends

Young Friends last met together in person in March 2020, to pack the knitted monks into their boxes,
after an exuberant display in the Abbey, which saw over 900 of  them appearing in all sorts of  nooks
and crannies around the Abbey. Our thanks go to Mark Taylor, our friendly verger who helped us to
position some monks in high places and secure others by means of  zip ties, in their posts close to the
north porch door.

Since that time, Young Friends’ activities have been restricted to things they could do alone, or with
their families, starting with a series of  online heritage-related activities, such as quizzes and a story-
writing competition, which was won by Rachel Bagley. Rachel’s cliff-hanger tale of  what the knitted
monks got up to after the vergers had gone home can be found under the ‘Young Friends’ menu link on
the Friends’ website. 

Young Friends could not beat the bounds together in May 2020, but all were supplied with a boundary
map and a prayer to pray at the part of  the parish boundary that is nearest to their home. This year,
the Government roadmap allowed for two households to get together in May, so Young Friends have
been encouraged to beat the bounds in small, two-household groups, make and throw seed bombs
and scour their maps for the names of  local places that are inspired by things that grow.

Opportunities have been taken to keep the Young Friends in the public consciousness. Entries for the
Young Friends’ photographic competition, which was held a few years ago, were used in the Abbey’s
online advent calendar last December and,  in February 2021, photographs from the knitted monk
displays over the last few years were collated and presented in a short film that can be viewed  on
YouTube. Grateful thanks go to David Coulton for his superb narration
and to Harry Williams for creating the film and for enhancing it with his
skills as a cantor.

As soon as it is possible for Young Friends to meet together in person,
arrangements will be made to hold a picnic in the Abbey Grounds with
an archaeological treasure hunt. But we long to explore the inside of
the Abbey again and in the meantime, here is a question for all Friends,
young and old – where inside the Abbey would you find this creature? 

Joanne Raywood, 
Young Friends Co-ordinator
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Compiling a History of the Abbey

A history of  the Abbey over nine hundred years is not just about the creation of  a building, beautiful
and magnificent, in which God is worshipped and glorified. It is also how people have reacted to it, how
they have served, used and given to it both as individuals and as a community.  It is also how members
of  the community have reacted to the wider world and to each other as they have come to perceive
and respond to what they believed God was saying to them.

The idea of  a history arose out of  discussions I had in 2015 about contributions to the nine hundredth
anniversary of  the Abbey's  dedication.  The Abbey PCC, having agreed to the project,  handed its
implementation over to the Tewkesbury Abbey Publications group. In its turn, the group took the
greatest care to understand what I proposed; a chronicle rather than an academic history of  the Abbey
that general readers, be they members of  the community or visitors,  would both understand and like.
They also needed to know the rough number of  illustrations and its probable cost in 2015 terms. The
photographer Jack Boskett was already an enthusiastic, generous part of  the discussions. The size of
the book was dictated by what retail price it was thought the market would bear.  

Such a book is a long-term project. The first two and a half  years had to be spent on research without
any text being written. That would begin in mid 2018 and would aim to be completed at the end of
2020. This  would  be so that  attention could  be given to all  that  was planned to happen in  2021
connected to the celebrations.

Research was carried out in various libraries and archives, notably at the Abbey,  as well as the dustier
shelves of  antiquarian booksellers and the homes of  friends. I was able to find some useful articles and
books via the internet. Every book, monograph, article, set of  lecture notes or unpublished material
with  facts  that  looked  useful  I  noted  and  where  the  information  was  found.  Every  incident  was
recorded in chronological order. This ended up as a 65,000 word document – longer than the text of
the book itself  was to be  -  and was invaluable when it came to writing everything up. I also used the
earlier history –  Tewkesbury Abbey, History, Art and Architecture - quite a lot although I tried to avoid
some of  its more detailed technical writing.

I  began writing the text  in  late  Spring 2018.  Whereas normally  you check your  facts  and a  fairly
accurate account or description emerges,  this was not always the case with the Abbey.  This  was
because the 'facts' were sometimes buried in folklore or legend. For example, 'Thecus the Hermit',
who, it is alleged, founded Tewkesbury, appears to have been a tale from late medieval times when
monasteries vied with each other over the prestige of  their antiquity. Glastonbury's suggestion that
Joseph of  Arimathea and a teenage Jesus Christ visited it is perhaps the best-known of  these pious
fables. 

When it came to the building of  the Abbey itself, again one could not be too dogmatic as to what was
built in what order and what was completed in time for the dedication in 1121. The same was true of
the major alterations of  the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. One could be fairly sure of  the broad
picture but not always of  the detail.  
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When faced with a major problem, if  the answer did not seem to appear in any book or document,
consulting experts who might know became essential.  Quite often, the answer was not forthcoming –
but possibly an alternative that was just as interesting was. Such was the situation when examining what
went on in the thirteenth century to the chapel or chapels to the North and North East end of  the
North transept. Happily, kind, expert and usually immensely helpful advice was to hand, often from
people themselves Friends of  the Abbey and that, together with some wider historical reading helped
to resolve most difficulties, although educated guesswork was occasionally required.

There was the danger of  accepting what 'everyone knew' was the case – say as far as the visit by Henry
VIII, his Queen, Ann Boleyn and Thomas Cromwell was concerned, the subsequent dissolution of  the
monastery and the price exacted from the townsfolk for allowing the Abbey to survive. It became
evident that not everything was as is generally supposed.

13
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Comparatively recent research has allowed me to know something of  the men who were ministers and
early Vicars of  the Abbey, some of  whom held views that seem very odd to us. It may seem strange
but it could well be that that Cheltenham Evangelical, Francis Close, may, through his early influence on
one of  his clergy protégés, later Vicar of  the Abbey, have implanted ideas that eventually evolved –
together with the suggestions of  Sir George Gilbert Scott -  into the interior of  the Abbey much as we
know it to-day.

Apart  from changes to  the building,  there  were  other  facets  of  the  Abbey's  role  that  had  to be
remembered and discussed, such as the role of  the bells and also of  music.

Once  the  text  is  complete  within  the  agreed
'wordage',  which  is  difficult  to  achieve  and  usually
requires several drafts, it is always very advisable to
ensure that at least two people read it. One reader
should know the subject matter really well, picking up
accuracy queries and omissions, while someone else
is  able  to  point  out  spelling,  stylistic,  balance,
grammatical  or  punctuation  'howlers'.  Corrections
made,  the publisher accepts the text and it is time to
consider the illustrations, of  which there will  be the
equivalent of  about forty pages  in the present case.
The problem is to ensure that the photographs and
Abbey's archives' prints are where you wish them to
be and that there is a balance throughout the book,
so that  not all  the photos appear  in  one place.  As
photos were either the property of  the Abbey or of
Jack Boskett,  copyright  problems  did  not  arise.
Photos  require  captions  that  are  informative  but
short. There are also four reconstruction drawings by

David Ball that require slightly longer captions. Then there is the matter of  the cover, and the general
'look' of  the book. 

Once all that is over, and the publisher has done the complete origination which has been checked,  the
index comes next. which takes time and concentration. Once that is done, and the end notes, contents
page, acknowledgements, bibliography, title page and dedication are also complete, the task is at an
end, the publisher takes over and the book is printed. All the author has to do is to worry whether
everything that should be in is in, and what has been said is as accurate as possible. Huge thanks to
those many kind people who have helped me along the way. No-one can ever do the Abbey and its
community justice but at least the book is a starting-point and hopefully it will also help the Abbey's
coffers.

C. E. Whitney

Fr. Charles' history of  Tewkesbury Abbey is scheduled for publication in the summer of  2022. Further details
will be available in due course.
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The Founders’ Book

The  Founders’  Book  is  a  small  (roughly  9  x  7  inches)
parchment volume, written and illustrated in the Abbey at
the end of  the Middle Ages. The major part of  it is a Latin
Chronicle of  the Abbey which concentrates entirely on its
founders (mostly in fact benefactors, despite the name given
to the volume), beginning with Oddo and Doddo (who did
not exist) and ending with Anne Neville and her marriages
to,  first,  Edward, Prince of  Wales,  killed at Tewkesbury in
May 1471, and then Richard, Duke of  Gloucester, killed at
Bosworth in  August,  1485.  Preceding the Chronicle  is  the
Latin Charter of  William Fitzrobert (1147-83), second earl
of  Gloucester, listing the privileges he granted to the Abbey. 

What is remarkable about the Charter and Chronicle is their
illustrations,  lively,  colourful,  and  very  informative  –  the
various ‘founders’  identified by their  attributes,  blazons on

their surcoats, heraldic shields liberally scattered in the margins, perhaps with a church in their hands
(Robert and Sybil Fitzhamon holding Tewkesbury Abbey), or sporting a red face (Gilbert de Clare II,
thirteenth-century earl  of  Gloucester, ‘the Red Earl’),  or standing with a lowered and extinguished
torch in the hand (his son, Gilbert III, who died fighting the Scots in 1314 and was the last of  the house
of  Clare).

These illustrations are the reason why the publication of  the Founders’ Book will take the form of  a
facsimile edition, that is, a reproduction to scale of  each of  the thirty-seven pages of  the Charter and
Chronicle. Stunning as this will be, it needs a context, and that is where the ‘edition’ part of  ‘facsimile
edition’ comes in. Firstly, the art-historian Julian Luxford, editor of  the volume, sets the Founders’ Book
in context with an Introduction subtitled: ‘Object, Images and Purpose’. Secondly, the historian Adrian
Ailes has written an essay on the heraldry. Thirdly, I have transcribed the Charter and Chronicle and
translated  the  Latin,  and  our  publisher,  Shaun  Tyas  (who  designed  the  lavish  dustwrapper)  has
presented these transcriptions and translations on facing pages, so that the Latin transcription can be
matched with its English translation. Both the Latin and the English are provided with notes, the Latin
transcriptions with textual  notes relating to the manuscript  texts,  and the English translations with
explanatory notes of  the people, places and events in the texts. These precede the facsimile itself, after
which the editor has prepared an index to the Charter and Chronicle.

Not everything in our edition is, however, from the Founders’ Book. It was a request of  the Abbey that
I transcribe and translate a document which is not in the Founders’ Book but which relates to the
battles of  Barnet and Tewkesbury, fought within a month of  each other in April and May 1471. This
document takes the form of  two separate accounts, one in Latin, which deals with both battles briefly,
and the other in English, which may originally have been a ‘battle dispatch’ from Tewkesbury, that is, a
record of  those killed either in battle or afterwards, when the Lancastrians were dragged by the Yorkist
army out of  sanctuary and executed at the market cross. What is particularly interesting about this
account is that it records where in the Abbey the Lancastrian dead were buried. 

All around us as we move around the Abbey today, deep under our feet or under the remaining tomb-
chests, are the bones and dust of  the dead of  1471, as well as of  many of  the benefactors of  the
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Abbey. Julian, Adrian, Shaun and I hope that through our facsimile edition we may to some extent make
those dry bones live.

Susan Powell

The Founders' Book facsimile commemorative volume will be available for its launch at Friends' Festival on 
July 4th. Details of  how to pre-order are to be found on page 27

Membership Updates

The Friends have welcomed the following new members during 2019 and 2020:

Life members

2019 Mr Alan Beagley Mrs Marion Beagley Rt Revd David Charlesworth (Hon,
Ms Jill Davies Prof  Leela Dawodoran Ms Jacqueline Harkin
Mrs Florence Hepburn Mrs Judith Hill Mr Michael Hill
Mrs Linda Lee Dr Matthew Lewis Mr David Mitchelson
Mrs Nancy Oakes Mr Christopher O’Grady Revd Hugh Phillipson
Mrs Ruth Philipson Mr Michael Rayner Mrs Susan Rees
Mrs Judith Ridley Mrs L Wendy Roberts Mr Richard Setchim
Mr Jan van der Horst Mrs Antoinette van der Horst

2020 Mrs Lauren Tully Mr Adrian Osborn Prof  David Mullins
Mr James Garnett Mr Richard Hewitt

Annual members

2019 Mr L Buchanan Mr Justin Butler Mr Roy Claridge
Mr John Leech Revd Keith Maudsley Mrs Margaret Maudsley
Mr John Parkes Mrs Amanda Thomas Mrs Rosemary Warner
Mrs Harriet White Mrs Marsha White Mr Stephen Wycherley
Mrs Maggie Wylam

We also remember those Friends who died, or whose deaths were notified, during 2019
and 2020:

2019 Mrs Anthea Budgett Mrs Joanna Chorley Miss SG Comins
Mrs Marylena Cottrell Mr M Stephen Dawe Mrs Dawna Greaves
Mrs ER Griffiths Mrs Marjorie Hayes Mr Keith Lamb
Mr Kenneth Middleton Mrs Jenny Morris Very Red Michael Moxon
Mrs Margaret Riley Mrs Sandra Vickers

2020 Mrs Anne Cadbury OBE Mr Kenneth Dove Miss Patricia Gentry 
Miss Joan Holgate Mr David Lambert Mrs Margaret Middleton
Mr ER Morris Dr I David Parsons Mrs Mary Portman 
Mr JA Richards Mrs Audrey Spooner Revd Richard Watson Williams
Mr Colin Webster
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Rev. Richard Watson-Williams 
24th February 1931 - 9th May 2020

Secretary of The Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey 1998 - 2004

 A Tribute

Fr Richard and his wife Jean shared a love of  choral
music and this was one of  the main factors which led
them to settle in Tewkesbury in retirement. Richard
was born in Bristol, the youngest of  four children. He
was educated at Clifton College and at Sidney Sussex
College,  Cambridge.  After leaving school,  he spent
two years on a sheep station in New Zealand before
realising that he wanted to seek ordination. He began
his  priestly  ministry  in  Dorking  and  subsequently
worked in a number of  parishes in locations as varied
as  Portsmouth,  Wigton  in  Cumbria  and
Crawshawbooth in Lancashire before his final post as
a  stipendiary  minister  at  St  Mary’s,  Temple  Balsall,
near  Solihull,  where  he  was  also  Master  of  the
Hospital of  Lady Katherine Leveson. During his time
at Temple Balsall, Richard oversaw the transition of

these almshouses, which catered for able-bodied retired people, into extra care facilities and respite
care for frail elderly people. He developed a keen interest in the ministry of  healing, which he helped to
introduce in Tewkesbury Abbey. 

In  1998,  under  the Chairmanship  of  Anne Cadbury,  Richard became Secretary  of  The Friends of
Tewkesbury Abbey, a position he filled with great distinction until he stood down in 2004. He was
always assiduous in the performance of  the many responsibilities involved, meticulous in his attention
to detail and generous and thoughtful in all his dealings. He continued to uphold and encourage The
Friends throughout the remainder of  his life. We owe him a huge debt of  gratitude.

Jean sadly died in 2005, but Richard bravely continued to support the Abbey in every way he could. He
was skilled in designing and making tapestries and, having recruited a team of  volunteers, produced a
set of  heraldic kneelers for the step at the head of  the nave and cushions for the Chapel of  St Edmund.
Richard had a lovely tenor voice and regularly sang Evensong as well as participating in other services
until relatively recently. He continued, nearly until his death, daily to walk the half  mile to the Abbey.
Throughout  his  life  he remained reserved and thoughtful;  anyone seeking advice had to ask for  it
explicitly as he never provided it unsolicited! The advice he gave was always valuable, unbiased, honest
and kind. He was a steady and supportive father, grandfather and friend. He will be missed. He bore
illness with exceptional courage although it caused him pain for many years; he no longer suffers.

Adapted with kind permission from a tribute prepared by Fr Richard's family.
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Dr David Parsons 1951 - 2020

David was born in the Dilke Hospital Cinderford, the son
of  a miner, so a true Forester. His father died when David
was 2 and he was brought up by his mother, grandmother
and aunt.

The  family  were  all  staunch  Baptists  and  David  went  to
Sunday  school,  winning  the Scripture exam several  times
and  eventually  being  baptised  aged  16.  He  joined  the
thriving chapel choir and learnt to sing bass alongside the
village  blacksmith,  who used  to  pump the  organ  for  the
organist to practise and sing at the same time! David played
rugby  for  Cinderford  and  for  his  university  until  he  was
advised that if  he damaged his back again he might not fully
recover, so he joined Philomusica and remained a member
the rest of  his life, singing in the chorus and as a soloist for
Philo and for many other choirs. His wife Linda was brought
up a Methodist  so when they moved to Gloucester they
went to her parents’ church around the corner.

On moving to Tewkesbury 10 years ago, David and Linda decided to try all the churches in the town.
The first Sunday they came to the Abbey at 11.00 and walked in to David’s favourite hymn “All my
hope on God is founded”. The dignity and sincerity of  the service, though quite unlike anything they
were used to, thrilled and captivated them and they never went anywhere else. They knew the Abbey
well from singing in countless Philomusica concerts over 40 years and loved the building.

David had a strong faith which saw him through some very dark days. He was a great problem solver
and always willing to give his time to help others. His work at a high level in the IT industry took him all
over the world before he became a freelance business consultant. David's IT and other technical skills
were generously put at the disposal of  the Abbey. As Treasurer of  the Schola Cantorum Scholarship
Fund, he was instrumental in encouraging the establishment of  the Tewkesbury Abbey Foundation and
as a member of  Friends' Council from 2018 he helped to facilitate a partnership between the two
organisations. His sudden and unexpected death at such an early age has robbed the Abbey of  a fine
servant and supporter. The very last thing he did before he died was to circulate by e-mail his draft of
the new Legacy Leaflet.

He will  be hugely missed,  most of  all,  of  course,  by Linda and his  family,  to whom we offer our
sincerest condolences.

Adapted with kind permission from a tribute written by David's wife, Linda.
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Treasurer’s Report

Investments

In February 2020 we sold investments to raise £100,000. In the latter part of  the year as a result of
lockdown the value of  our investments fell, as did interest rates on our cash deposits. However I am
pleased to report that investments have increased in value over the first four months of  2021.

Bequests 

The Friends are most grateful  for bequests received from Sylvia  Comins,  Bryan Dixon, Ken Dove,
Audrey Spooner, Anthea Budgett and Anne Cadbury. Bequests form a most important part of  our
income and enable the Friends to make substantial contributions towards significant projects and the
general maintenance of  the Abbey.

Grants

Grants made to the PCC included £60,000 for maintenance of  the fabric and £30,691 for repairs to
the  roof  of  the  Camera  Cantorum.  A  further  £126,508  has  been  designated  for  work  to  be
undertaken in 2021.  This includes £30,780 for work on the roof  voids, £35,000 for repairs to the
Visitor Centre windows, £15,728 for the installation of  live streaming equipment in the Abbey and
£45,000 towards the general maintenance of  the Abbey. 

2021 Appeal

The Friends have received a number of  generous donations to the Appeal which stood at just under
£90,000 at the end of  December. Contributions inevitably suffered as a result of  the lockdown, and it
is  hoped  that  the  target  of  £202,100  will  be  reached  by  extending  the  Appeal  into  2022,  to
acknowledge the 900th anniversary of  the Consecration of  the Abbey with substantial improvements to
the West End of  the Abbey. 

Annual Subscriptions

A decision was made by the Council of  the Friends, and brought to members at the Annual General
Meeting in July 2019, to raise the subscription rate for annual membership to £20 per member per year
with effect from 1st January 2020. This was the first increase in membership rates for 15 years. Very
many  thanks  to  all  our  Annual  Members  who  have  amended  their  standing  order  instructions
accordingly. If  this is still on your ‘to do’ list please arrange for the update before your next subscription
payment. A form for passing to your bank (which includes the Friends’ bank details for setting up an
internet banking instruction) is available from the Friends’ Administrator or can be downloaded from
the Friends’ website at https://www.friendsoftewkesburyabbey.org.uk/member-information/

Hugh Sweet, Hon. Treasurer
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Summarised Statement of Financial Activities 
for the year ended 31 December 2020

2020 2019

£ £

INCOME

Subscriptions, donations and legacies 69,402 72,279

Investment income 25,324 31,715

Cards, Events, Young Friends 1,369 7,017

Total Income 96,095 111,011

EXPENDITURE

Grants 107,577 193,693

Other Expenditure 4,519 10,454

Total Expenditure 112,096 204,147

Gains/(losses) on investments (11,310) 119,317

Net income/(expenditure) (27,311) 26,181

Total funds brought forward 969,274 943,093

Total funds carried forward 941,963 969,274

20



Balance Sheet at 31 December 2020

2020 2019

£ £

FIXED ASSETS

Investments 665,621 776,931

CURRENT ASSETS

Stocks 545 606

Debtors 36,590 18,709

Cash at bank and on deposit 240,894 174,959

278,029 194,274

Creditors (1,687) (1,931)

Net Current Assets 276,342 192,343

NET ASSETS 941,963 969,274

FUNDS

Unrestricted Funds 702,194 777,601

Restricted Funds 90,814 45,718

Endowment Funds 148,955 145,955

TOTAL FUNDS 941,963 969,274
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting,  7th July 2019

Present: Mrs Jennifer Barrett, Mr Tony Barrett, Mr Neil Birdsall, Mr Ian Bloom, Mrs Anne Cadbury, Mrs Sue Coulton,  Dr
Andrew Crowther, Mr Graham Finch, Mrs Mary Green, Mrs Maddy Greenland, Revd Sebastian Hamilton, Dr Janet Harvey,
Mrs Pat Horsley, Mrs Susanna Isaac,  Mrs Joyce Lamb, Mrs Sylvia Lancelot, Ms Ellie March, Mr Austin Meares,  Mrs Nancy
Oakes, Mrs Patricia Packwood, Dr David Parsons,  Mrs Linda Parsons,  Mr Alan Purkiss,  Mrs Patricia Purkiss,  Mr David
Raywood, Mrs Joanne Raywood, Mr James Roberts, Mrs Wendy Roberts, Dr Peter Smail, Mr John Smith, Mr Ivan Steele,
Mrs Richenda Steele, Mr Hugh Sweet, Mr Kimball Talbot, Mrs Mary Talbot, Mrs Karen Vincent, Mrs Katherine Watson, Mr
Pat Webley, Dr Ian White, Revd Charles Whitney, Revd Paul Williams, Mrs Margaret Wilson, Mr Timothy Woollatt
Apologies:  Mr Brian Basham, Mrs Jean Basham, Mrs Christine Bennett, Mr Hugh Bennett, Mr Nevin Brown, Mr Patrick
Cox, Mrs Susan Evans, Mr Stephen Evans, Mr David Ford, Mrs Sandra Ford, Mrs Rosemary Harvey, Maj Gen Alan Hawley,
Mrs Nicola Hawley,  Mrs June Hillier,  Revd Michael  Hillier,  Mrs Celia  Hodges,  Mrs Mavis  Lawrence,  Mrs Julia  Maxlow-
Tomlinson, Mrs Renee Morris Young, Mr Geoffrey Purefoy, Revd Peter Quinnell, Mr Colin Sawyer, Mrs Janice Smail, Mrs
Antoinette van der Horst, Mr Jan van der Horst, Mr Marc Vincent, Mr Graham Whitehead, Mr Robin Wilson

1. The Chair, Mr Graham Finch welcomed everyone to the meeting. He thanked all who had been
involved with the day’s services, music and lunch.

2. The Revd Paul Williams read the Friends’ Meeting Prayer.

3. The Chair recalled those Friends who have died, or whose deaths have been notified, in the 12
months since the last AGM, and a minute’s silence was observed. 

Miss Caroline Bond Mr Keith Lamb
Mrs Joanna Chorley Mrs Eve Matheson
Mr Steve Dawe Mr Errol Mews
Mrs Dawna Greaves Mrs Margaret Riley
Mrs ER Griffiths Rt Revd Dom PA Shea
Mr John Handy Mrs Patricia Ward
Mrs Marjorie Hayes

4. Chairman’s Remarks
Mr Graham Finch thanked all who had contributed to this year’s Annual Report, with its emphasis on
Conservation. He expressed gratitude to the Friends’ Scholar for presenting the talk on this subject
which was to follow. The Friends’ administrator, Karen Vincent, was thanked for organising the collation
and distribution of  the Report.

Mr Finch reported on another year of  growth and development, with the Friends increasingly visible,
largely thanks to the activities of  the Young Friends. The Friends continue to give fabric grants for day-
to-day and minor works at the Abbey.

The fundraising and social activities of  the Events committee were commended with particular thanks
to its  Chair,  Mrs Patricial  Purkiss.  Visits  to Glastonbury  and Wells,  and the City  of  London were
excellent, as was likely to be the following day’s trip to Romsey and Salisbury. The talks and lectures on
the Abbey’s stained glass and Benedictine heritage were both extremely well attended, and a special
mention was made of  those who had catered for them. The Fitzhamon Lecture in 2020 will be on
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Saturday 25th April with Prof James Clark of  Exeter University speaking on ‘Tewkesbury Abbey at the
Dissolution’. 

The  work  of  the  Membership  and  Communication  Committee  is  less  visible,  with  its  focus  on
recruitment, database maintenance, communication and the website. Dr Ian White was thanked for his
work on the website. Following regulation changes from HMRC, the Charity Commission and GDPR,
all  membership  application  forms  have  been  revised  this  year.  The  review  of  subscriptions  was
completed, with annual membership raised to a minimum £20 annual member donation with effect
from 1st January  2020.  This  brings  the  Friends  in  line  with  most  other  similar  organisations,  and
continues to be less expensive than some. Life Membership will also increase to £300 from the same
date. It  has been 15 years since the last rise, and with these increases this should not need to be
reviewed for  a  number of  years.  The Committee is  also devising the Friends’  20.21 Appeal.  The
Friends’ Council has already agreed to support the West End development of  the Abbey, and this will
be a specific appeal to raise funds for this with a target of  £202,100. Details and promotional materials
will be sent out in October and the Appeal will be launched at the Feast of  the Consecration. The
Appeal will last for exactly 2 years.

Mr Finch thanked the Finance and Investment Committee for husbanding the Friends’ resources and
monitoring the investments. The Friends are fortunate to be able to call on their expertise on this. The
Reserves Policy and grant awarding protocols have been reviewed. It is good for the Friends to be in a
position to continue to support the Abbey, with a sum available to cover the repairs to the Camera
Cantorum roof  in addition to the annual fabric grant and contributions to the minor works progamme.
The  Chair  closed  by  looking  to  the  future  and  the  activities  of  the  Young  Friends  under  Joanne
Raywood’s energetic and thoughtful leadership. In recent months there has been the Christmas Card
competition – with many compliments received for Poppy Gilder’s winning entry – and the Friends
have beaten the bounds of  another portion of  the Abbey’s parish and cleaned the Gage Gates. The
Friends’  Scholar,  Ellie  March,  will  be  working  with  the  Young  Friends  during  the  coming  summer
holidays.  Mr Finch thanked all involved with the Friends and its activities..

5. Nominations for Chair & Vice-Chair

The Friends’ Administrator, Mrs Karen Vincent, read the nominations for the position of  Chair and
Vice-Chair for the coming year. Each position had received one nomination:

Chair – Mr Graham Finch, proposed by Mr Brian Basham and seconded by Mrs Jean Basham
Vice-Chair – Dr Andrew Crowther, proposed by Mr Graham Finch and seconded by Dr Peter Smail

In the absence of  no other nominations Mrs Vincent declared Mr Finch and Dr Crowther to be duly
elected, to applause from those present.

Mr Finch thanked everyone for their support, and expressed particular appreciation for that given by
Dr Andrew Crowther as Vice-Chair.
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6. Elections to Council

Mr Finch thanked those who had completed their terms of  service this year: Mrs Susan Evans, Mrs
Margaret Wilson, Mrs Patricia Purkiss, Mr Hugh Sweet and Mrs Karen Vincent.

Mrs  Vincent  has  completed  her  four  years  as  Churchwarden  but  will  be  remaining  as  Friends’
Administrator and Secretary to the Council. 

Mrs Evans and Mrs Wilson have been members of  Council for many years, and under the terms of  the
Constitution must now step down for a minimum period of  12 months. Mr Finch paid tribute to their
service to the Friends through the years. Mrs Wilson was presented with a bouquet of  flowers, to
much applause. Mrs Evans had sent apologies for this meeting.

Mr Finch read the 4 nominations for the 4 vacancies on the Council: 
Mrs Patricia Purkiss, proposed by Mr Robin Welton and seconded by Mrs Patricia Packwood
Mrs Katherine Watson, proposed by Mrs Nicola Hawley and seconded by Dr David Parsons
Dr Ian White, proposed by Mrs Karen Vincent and seconded by Mr Marc Vincent
Mrs Sylvia Lancelot, proposed by Mrs Mary Green and seconded by Mrs Janice Smail

There being no additional nominations received by the deadline all four nominations were duly elected,
to warm applause.

Mr Finch confirmed the names of  the Council of  19, as per the Constitution, and thanked all who had
agreed to serve.

7. Election of Treasurer

Mr Hugh Sweet had been nominated by Mrs Patricia Purkiss and seconded by Dr Andrew Crowther
and was  elected unopposed.  Mr Finch explained that  Mr Sweet  could  serve  as  Treasurer  despite
completing his maximum term as Council Member under the terms of  the Constitution.

8. Treasurer’s Report

Mr Sweet proposed Messrs Haines Watts to be the Friends’ Examiners. All present voted in favour,
none against.

Mr Sweet apologised for the typos in the issued set of  Summary Accounts; a corrected summary is
now available. 

Investments were showing a reduced value at the year end valuation date, but have increased more
recently. During 2018 about £100,000 had been realised from investments, an additional £300,000 is
allocated for expenditure in 2019.
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With reference to the first page of  the summary, the Treasurer noted that the ‘golden age' of  legacies’
appears to be over, but subscriptions and donations are generous and enable  The  Friends to keep
going. Expenditure has exceeded income for a number of  years. Leaving a legacy will be encouraged by
the Friends. A $20,000 legacy has been received from Mr Iles, a space engineer with connections to
Gloucestershire. The Treasurer thanked all who make donations.

Mr Sweet thanked Mrs Smail for her work with the Friends’ Table in the Abbey, which makes a good
contribution  to  the  Friends,  and  his  colleagues  on  the  Finance  and  Investment  Committee,  the
Chairman and the Administrator for their advice and support.

With just under £1million on the balance sheet, the Friends are in a very good position, especially in
comparison to similar organisations. This fact was greeted with applause from those present.

The Chairman proposed that the accounts be received, and all voted in favour. He reminded Friends
that copies of  the full accounts are available upon request. He thanked Mr Sweet for his work who was
then applauded.

9. Vicar’s News

Revd Canon Paul Williams passed on thanks from the Abbey’s Parochial Church Council for all that the
Friends do for the Abbey.

Looking back on the Milton Organ project in 2018, the Vicar reported that it sounded magnificent and
a Gala Organ Concert  would be held at 7.30pm on Saturday 19 th October with performances by
Carleton Etherington, Simon Bell and James Lancelot. 

The repair and maintenance of  the Camera Cantorum roof  can proceed thanks to the support of  the
Friends, and a notice stating this will be placed on the scaffolding whilst the project is completed. The
work will commence mid-July and last 19 weeks. 

10. Other items

1 The minutes of  last year’s Annual General Meeting were accepted as a true record.
2 The Brass on the Grass event on the Vicarage Lawn at 6.00pm that evening was not a Friends

Festival event but all would be most welcome.
3 All going on the Friends' Visit to Romsey and Salisbury the following day were requested to be

at The Crescent at 7.50am
4 Christmas Cards and booklets were available for sale after the AGM.

The Annual General Meeting closed with The Grace at 3.10pm.

Ms Ellie March, The Friends’ Scholar, then gave a fascinating talk on her background to medieval history
scholarship, and the purpose, contents and process for the Conservation Management Plan, taking a
number of  questions from the floor at the close.
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Elections to Council 2021

The following Officers and Trustees will be elected at the Annual General Meeting on 4th July 2021:

Annual Election: Chairman 
Vice-Chairman
Treasurer 

Council Member to serve for 2 years: 4 members
 Note: 3 current Council Members are eligible to stand to complete a second term of  3 years

Council Member to serve for 3 years: 4 members  
Note: 2 current Council Members are eligible to stand for a second term of  3 years

To Nominate a Friend (Annual or Life Member) to one of  these positions please write in
by post to The Friends of  Tewkesbury Abbey, Tewkesbury Abbey, Church Street,

Tewkesbury, GL20 5RZ Please mark the envelope ‘Council Election Nomination’
by e-mail to admin@friendsoftewkesburyabbey.org.uk

Please use the subject line ‘Council Election Nomination’

Please use the following text:

I wish to nominate (FULL NAME) for election to The Council of the Friends of 
Tewkesbury Abbey as (CHAIRMAN, VICE-CHAIRMAN, TREASURER, MEMBER)

Your name (PROPOSER)
Your phone number or email: 
NAME OF SECONDER
I confirm that I have contacted the above named to second this proposal.

Due to current Covid Restrictions on people meeting, signatures will be taken at the AGM but please 
send in nominations before 20th June 2021

Agenda for the Annual General Meeting

The Friends’ Meeting Prayer
Apologies and Opening Remarks
Minutes of  the AGM held on 7th July 2019
Election of  the Chairman and Vice-Chairman
Election of  Council Members 
Election of  Treasurer
Appointment of  Examiners
Treasurer’s Report and Accounts for the year ending 31st December 2020 
Vicar’s News
Any Other Business
Date of  Festival and AGM 2022 – Sunday 3rd July 
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Aims and Constitution of The Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey

The  purpose  of  The  Friends  of  Tewkesbury  Abbey  is  to  assist  the  Parochial  Church  Council  in
maintaining the fabric of  the Abbey, and its  services and activities,  and adorning and preserving it,
together with its furnishings, vestments and ornaments, for posterity.

The Friends of  Tewkesbury Abbey shall also be free to devote a part of  their fund to the preservation
and improvement of  the properties forming part of  the ancient possessions of  the Monastery now
vested in the Trust known as the Abbey Lawn Trust, provided that the ultimate control of  the use to
which such monies are put remains with the Trustees.

The  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Friends  is  in  in  the  hands  of  a  Council.  The  Vicar  and
Churchwardens of  the Abbey are ex-offcio members of  the Council; the Parochial Church Council
nominates  two representatives.  Other  places  on  the  Council  are  filled  by  election  at  the  Annual
General Meeting of  the Friends.

The Friends’ Prayer

O God who for the glory of  this thine earthly house
didst move thy servant Edward Pountney Gough to founder

the fellowship of  the Friends of  Tewkesbury Abbey,
wherein we are gathered

faithfully to protect and adorn its beauty;
grant, we beseech thee, that,

we being zealous in the service of  they sanctuary,
all who worship here may perceive the excellence of  thy majesty

and be filled with the fruits of  thy Holy Spirit.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord who liveth and reigneth with thee

and the same Spirit, one God, world without end.
Amen

The Friends’ Meeting Prayer

God our Creator, grant that you love may be present at our meeting, 
so that what we say and do may be for the good Tewkesbury Abbey and its Friends. 

May we receive fresh encouragement in our labours, catch a wider vision, 
and dedicate ourselves anew to the work to which you have called us. 

We ask this in the name of  Him who came not to be served, but to serve, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen
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Programme for the Friends’ Festival – Sunday 4th July 2021

NOTE: This programme was prepared in May 2021 and is subject to Covid restrictions on 4th July
allowing this to take place. Confirmation, or cancellation of  all or any part, will be displayed on the

Friends’ website and in the Abbey Bulletin from 20th June.

10.30am Choral Eucharist
Preacher: Rt Revd Robert Evens 
Hon. Assistant Bishop in the Diocese of  Gloucester and former Bishop of  Crediton

12 noon Reception and Launch of The Founders’ Book facsimile volume*

1.00pm Picnic in the Grounds of Abbey House
Please bring your own, sharing is only permitted within households.
Wine and soft-drinks will be provided. Under-cover seating will be available

2.30pm Annual General Meeting

4.00pm Afternoon Tea

5.00pm Festival Evensong

*  To  reserve your copy of  The Founders’ Book please email shop@tewkesburyabbey.org.uk or
send a written request to Ms Rachel Trott, Tewkesbury Abbey, Tewkesbury, GL20 5RZ

The book will cost £35 (plus £5.00 postage and packing if  requested), but please DO NOT send
any money at this stage.


