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Under current circumstances it  is  impossible for the Friends’ Festival
and AGM to  be  held  on  Sunday 5th July.  Council  therefore  recently
passed a resolution to  cancel  Friends'  Festival  and to  postpone the
2020 AGM indefinitely. It is hoped that the latter will be held before the
end of the year. The Friends’ Constitution and the Charity Commission's
regulations  require  that  an  AGM take place each year  within  twelve
months of the date of the Annual Accounts, which is December 31st. If it
proves to be impossible to meet that deadline there will  be a further
resolution of Council to seek agreement of the Charity Commission to
forgo this year's AGM entirely. This short report looks back to 2019 and
provides a newsletter to members for the first months of 2020.

 Contents



Dear Friends

We're living, so we're constantly being told, through unprecedented
times. Certainly Covid-19 is wreaking havoc across the world and
we in Tewkesbury have not been spared. My first hope is that you
and your families have managed to remain healthy and to keep safe
and well. The financial devastation that is being caused is equally
distressing.  The Abbey has been closed,  as  I  write,  for  over  ten
weeks and, apart from the Planned Giving scheme, all its income
streams have completely dried up. As Friends, we hope to be able to
offer what support we can. We have often spoken of ensuring we
have reserves "for a rainy day"; the rain is falling extremely heavily
just now and the Abbey needs its friends more than ever. I'm sure
that you would all  wish to see us assisting in whatever ways our
Constitution allows.

Sadly, as many of you know, it will prove impossible, as things stand,
to hold our customary Friends' Festival and AGM as scheduled on
Sunday  5th  July.  We  hope  that  members  will  be  understanding
about that, despite the inevitable disappointment. Nor will we be able
to have our  now traditional  "Festival  Outing"  on Monday 6th.  We
hope,  however,  to  be  able  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  our
Constitution and hold a delayed AGM before the end of the year. We
shall, of course, keep you informed about that. As a consequence of
all  this, the Annual Report is very much slimmed down and we're
unable to offer the usual Friends' Christmas cards, a voucher for the
Abbey Shop or details  of  music events and church services.  Our
apologies for that.

A plaque on the south-west pier of the tower crossing records the
repair of the tower "happily completed" in 1939, work made possible
by a grant from The Friends. Since its inception by Canon Gough in
1933,  The  Friends  of  Tewkesbury  Abbey  has  had,  as  its  central
purpose,  the  preservation  and  enrichment  of  our  glorious  Abbey
Church. Almost ninety years later we continue to support the PCC in
this great enterprise. During the past year we have given £130,000
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for  urgent  work  required  to
make  good  the  roof  of  the
Camera Cantorum.  In  addition
we have made our annual grant
to  the  PCC  Fabric  Fund  and
helped  finance  various  minor
works,  including  the  path  in
front of the almshouses, some
new signage,  and  repair  work
on  the  Visitor  Centre  roof.
Council  members  Neil  Birdsall
and  Ian  White  have  provided
elsewhere in this Report details
both of  the Camera Cantorum
roof works and of the history of
the Camera itself.

You  will  be  aware  that  the
Friends'  commitment  to  its
traditional  role  is  being
continually  renewed  and  at
present  we  are  preparing  to
provide  the  PCC  with  the

finance to create new entrance arrangements as a legacy project for
the  900th  anniversary  of  the  Consecration  in  2021.  Our  2021
Appeal, launched in October 2019, aims to raise £202,100, which
we  hope  will  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  PCC  to  undertake  this
exciting development. My thanks are due to very many of you who
have already contributed to the Appeal, either by a one-off donation
(several  of  which  have  been  immensely  generous)  or  by  regular
Standing Order. At the time of writing the total raised stands at just
over £50,000, which means that we have reached a quarter of our
target in a quarter of the time scale of two years. As always, the
Friends  are  only  able  to  offer  the  support  we  can  to  the  Abbey
because of the generous support our members give to us. Thank
you.

The year has been marked not only by major financial gifts to the
PCC but also by a range of other activities. Our annual Fitzhamon
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Lecture has become a firm fixture in the calendar and in January
2020 we also welcomed Simon Lawton, Curator of the John Moore
museum who gave us a fascinating talk about the restoration of the
Church Street cottages.  Professor James Clark's 2020 Fitzhamon
Lecture  entitled  "The  Last  Monks  of  Medieval  Tewkesbury"  had
sadly  but  inevitably  to  be  cancelled  owing  to  the  Coronavirus
outbreak. We will certainly reschedule this talk at a future date and
Professor Clark has been extremely generous in his willingness to
do so as soon as the situation clarifies. Our talks and lectures are
accompanied by lavish refreshments, thanks to the members of the
Events Committee under the leadership of their Chairman, Patricia
Purkiss. Patricia has also organised our Summer outings, now also
a  firm  fixture,  taking  us  last  year  to  Romsey  and  Salisbury,  an
unforgettable  experience  for  those  able  to  join  us.  This  year's
excursion was to have been to Warwick and Stratford, but this will
now have to take place at another time. 

In October 2019 Joanne Raywood and I were in Peterborough to
attend  the  Biennial  Conference  of  The  Friends  of  Cathedrals,
Abbeys and Greater Churches, where Joanne led one of the main
sessions, speaking to Conference about the development of Young
Friends  in  what  many  delegates  said  was  the  most  inspirational
presentation of  the weekend.  Joanne's  work with our  own Young
Friends certainly continues to be inspirational and its membership
continues to grow. The adventures of our Young Friends over the
last twelve months are reported on pages 17 and 18.

It has been a wonderful year for The Friends, but it has, of course,
been  overshadowed  by  the  death  on  New  Year's  Day  of  Anne
Cadbury. Anne was Chairman of The Friends from 1988 until 2014
and subsequently one of our Vice-Presidents. She gave unsparingly
of  her  time,  talents  and  treasure  to  ensure  the  success  and
effectiveness of this organisation; her legacy to The Friends and to
the Abbey has been a remarkable one; she will be greatly missed
and fondly remembered.  On pages 12-15 former Council member
Tim Woollatt provides a tribute to Anne, which incorporates a note
from her family. I write this on the day that has seen the funeral of
the Rev Richard Watson-Williams, whom many of you will remember
as  a  dedicated  and  distinguished  Secretary  of  The  Friends  from
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1997 to 2004. Together the deaths of Anne and Fr Richard represent
the loss of two remarkable Friends to whom much is owed.

I am, as always, enormously indebted to all those who have served
during the year on Friends' Council. They have given a great deal to
us,  especially  Joanne  Raywood,  Young  Friends'  Co-ordinator,
Patricia Purkiss, Chair of the Events Committee and Janice Smail,
who takes such care of The Friends' Table in the Abbey. My thanks
would  not  be  complete  without  expressing  particular  gratitude  to
Karen Vincent, our extraordinary Secretary and Administrator whose
expertise  and  efficiency  have  transformed our  governance;  Hugh
Sweet,  who works  unflaggingly  on our  behalf,  largely  behind the
scenes;  and Andrew Crowther,  our  Vice-Chairman,  whose advice
and wise counsel I have valued more than I can say. Andrew has
declared his  intention  of  standing down as Vice-Chairman at  this
year's AGM and tribute will be paid to him for all that he has given
over many years of service to The Friends. To all who have served -
and to you, our members - my heartfelt and sincere thanks.

Graham Finch 

The  last  service  recorded  in  the  Abbey's  Service  Register  was
Evening Prayer on 23rd March 2020. The following day Fr. Sebastian
entered, 'Cessation of regular recitation of the Offices'. There is little
doubt that we are living through strange and challenging times for
our generation. Still, I expect the Abbey, with its 900 years of history,
has seen similar times and, thank God, is still here encouraging us
with her silent witness to the hope in Christ for which she was built.

I am pleased to say that the Abbey building is visited most days by
me, and our vergers maintain a weekly inspection of all roof voids
and spaces in and around the site. We have restarted the care of the
grounds  by  our  volunteers  and  self-employed  gardeners  as  the
Abbey slowly begins to unlock.

6

 From locking down to looking up



To protect jobs, we have had to furlough most of the paid staff while
ensuring the security  of  the  Abbey,  communications  and financial
forecasting. Many volunteers have stepped up to cover those jobs,
and  may  I  thank  them  for  all  their  hard  work  over  the  last  few
months.

As  I  have  often  said,
although we had to close
the doors of the Abbey, it
did  not  mean  that  the
mission and ministry of the
Abbey ceased: far from it.
The  pastoral  care  of  the
congregation  continues
through our newly formed
Pastoral  Roll  and  our
continuing  ministry  of

'Celebrate' on Prior's Park. Worship is coming from Abbey House
with now over 1,000 weekly  hits on FaceBook,  YouTube and our
newly  installed  telephone  line.  Service  to  the  parish  is  offered
through the Food Bank, Celebrate, Tewkesbury COVID 19 Hub, and
our funeral and bereavement ministry.

What  of  the  future?  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  post-pandemic
landscape will be very different, and we will have to do new things
imaginatively. We know that any return to worshipping in the Abbey
will be slow with safety as a priority. This pattern will also guide our
thinking as we welcome our pilgrims, visitors, and tourists back to
Tewkesbury. Our Treasury team is playing and will play an essential
role as they guide us through some turbulent financial waters for the
rest of 2020 and on into 2021. But, by the grace of God, we will pass
from locking  down  to  looking  up  as  the  mission  and  ministry  of
Tewkesbury Abbey moves forward.

Hallelujah, on we go!

Fr. Paul Williams 
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It is generally known that Tewkesbury Abbey, as we see it today, is
mainly  the  result  of  two  principal  building  periods.  The  first  is
Norman (the early twelfth century) which dictated the overall  plan
and shape of the church. The second consists of a series of building
programmes in  the fourteenth  century resulting  in  the renewal  of
vaults, the replacement of most of the windows and the substantial
rebuilding of the quire. But there was a third major intervention and
this was the building in the thirteenth century of a chapel, in a fine
example  of  the  then  contemporary  and  revolutionary  new  gothic
style lately come from France, against the north side of the north
transept. This is now generally recognised as being what is called
the Elder Lady Chapel, the word ‘elder’ to differentiate it  from the
later Lady Chapel whose plan is  marked out in the grass east of the
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Abbey and which was constructed as one of the major works which
dominated the fourteenth century.

In the early thirteenth century the ground plan of the north transept
was still a mirror image of the present day south transept, the latter
having  remained  largely  unaltered.  This  Lady  Chapel  had  a
rectangular nave, the west to east length of which was coincident
with the north wall of the romanesque transept and with its chancel,
the  present  Camera  Cantorum,  to  the  east  of  it.  Its  width  was
approximately equal to the space now occupied up to the north side
of the old coal store and present bin compound. It was entered from
the rest  of  the Abbey by the large arch which was subsequently
walled up, presumably at the Reformation, in the north wall of the
transept. It is not known if there was any direct access from outside.
The large buttress at the north-west corner of the transept did not
exist  until  much later  in the eighteenth century. The height  of the
nave of  the chapel  is  indicated by the horizontal  grooves on the
external north wall of the transept. These took flashings between the
successive reconstructions of roofs of the chapel and the surface of
the transept wall. Just below these marks, left after the removal of
the chapel nave, are signs of former vaulting which can also be seen
to indicate that it  consisted of three bays. Though the chapel roof
line  is  as  indicated,  this  vaulting  itself  is  contemporary  with  the
fourteenth century work elsewhere at the Abbey and not  with the
twelfth century construction of the Lady Chapel.

The walled  up arch,  in  which is  the present  external  door  to  the
Camera  Cantorum,  was  originally  the  chancel  arch  of  the  Lady
Chapel.  A very  unusual  feature  of  it  is  that  it  contains  a  central
Purbeck stone shaft.  This  rests on a base carved with four cats,
each with the tail of the one in front of it in its mouth. Unfortunately
the later walling up of this arch means that two of the cats are now
almost completely masked. In the Camera Cantorum, the chancel of
the Elder Lady Chapel, the walls were decorated with gothic ashlar
blank arcading of exceptional quality and Purbeck marble shafts in
the best thirteenth century tradition. When repairs were carried out in
the Camera Cantorum a few years ago the missing Purbeck shafts
were replaced with timber  in  order  to  give  a  visual  sense of  the
original  design.  The  east  window  would  almost  certainly  have
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consisted originally of three or five lancets and the north windows of
single or paired lancets. The vault here is of the fourteenth century.

Later in the middle ages the romanesque apse was removed from
the east side of the north transept and the area between the Elder
Lady Chapel chancel and the north quire ambulatory filled to create
two further  chapels  dedicated to St  Nicholas and St  James.  The
large arch was constructed in  the south wall  of  the Lady Chapel
chancel and a sizable buttress erected outside to the east to contain
the resultant dynamic thrust.

This area of the Abbey then has had a rather chequered history with
the  exceptionally  fine  Elder  Lady  Chapel  being  added  to  the
transept, the demolition of the transept apse and the construction of
two extra chapels, the subsequent demolition of the Lady Chapel
nave, the conversion of this whole area into a Grammar School and
then as a choir vestry followed, in comparatively recent times, by the
creation of the Camera Cantorum in the former Lady Chapel chancel
and with the Abbey shop in the former chapels of Saints Nicholas
and James. There was the parallel creation of a fuel store on the site
of  the  Lady  Chapel  nave  and  then  ~  the  final  indignity  ~  its
conversion to a compound for rubbish bins.

Neil Birdsall 

Like  all  parish  churches,  Tewkesbury  Abbey  has  a  full  structural
inspection every five years, its quinquennial inspection. Both on the
2010 and the 2015 inspections the roof of Camera Cantorum had
been highlighted as being in need of attention. The inspections had
revealed  weaknesses  in  the  underlying  timber  structure  and  its
connections to the gables. There had also been a number of tile
repairs  necessary  over  time.  In  addition  there  was also  worrying
deterioration  of  the  stonework  around  the  west-end  gable  and
buttresses.
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The  only  way  to  fully  address  these  issues  was  to  completely
remove and relay the roof tiles. This was going to require extensive
scaffolding so would create a good opportunity to also perform some
remedial work to crumbling stonework.

Once the requirement for the repair had been identified, and the cost
determined, funding was needed and the Friends stepped forward to
fully fund the programme of work. In September 2019 the scaffolders
started  work.  The  height  was  to  accommodate  an  impressive
temporary  roof  and  waterproof  cover  to  protect  the  top  of  the
vaulting  and  the  workers.  This  would  certainly  turn  out  to  be
necessary, during the course of the work a series of weather fronts
would bring in winds and heavy rain.

With all the scaffolding in place the masonry and roofing specialists
started  their  work.  The  tiles  were  carefully  removed  so  that  the
undamaged ones could be reused. Once stripped of tiles, the old
battens and roofing felt were removed and discarded. At this stage
the  top  surface  of  the  vaulting  and  the  main  roof  timbers  were
exposed. Old loose material was cleaned out and examined for any
historical interest but nothing significant was found. Surface cracking
on  the  top  surface  of  the  vaulting  was  pointed  with  lime mortar.
Bracing was added to the main timbers and gables.
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With the tiles removed
the  vaulting  and  the
main  roof  timbers  are
exposed.

New battens  were  then  attached  to  the  main  rafters.  The  newly
repaired  roof  follows  the  original  practice  of  laying  tiles  with  no
underlying membrane and then “torching” - the name given to the
technique of applying a lime mortar mixture to the back of the tiles.
This  securely  holds  the  tiles  in  place  and  prevents  lifting  during
strong winds, and provides a more benign environment for the tiles
and timbers than a felted roof. A roof laid in this way should be good
for 75 - 100 years. The new battens are made from split oak which
will have a long life and provide excellent support for the heavy tiles.
Work was also carried out on the masonry - cleaned, pointed and
new leading where required.

So another Friends’ funded project comes to end. As is so often the
case  the result  is  virtually  invisible  but  now the Abbey’s  Camera
Cantorum has a repaired roof which should provide many years of
protection. 

Ian White 

This report is an extract from a longer, fully illustrated article which can be 
found on the Friends’ website at 
https://www.friendsoftewkesburyabbey.org.uk/2019/11/24/the-camera-
cantorum/

Many thanks for photographs and information provided by the contractors
Abbey Scaffolding, Ellis & Co., and DLW Masonry
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Mrs. Anne Cadbury  O.B.E. J.P. D.L. 1925 - 2020

Annette  Lorimer  Knox  Houston  was  born  on  16th July  1925  in
Birmingham to  Presbyterian parents from Glasgow and the Clyde,
and by all accounts was a precocious, witty and intelligent young girl
who blossomed into an attractive young woman.

In 1946, soon after turning 21, she met
Martin  Cadbury  and  they  married  in
January 1947, starting their married life
in Manchester where their  first  son Ian
was  born.  After  that,  they  moved  to
Barton Road in Tewkesbury in 1949 and
had  their  second  son,  Bruce.   Anne
helped  out  with  Martin’s  new  printing
business in Cheltenham as well  as her
father’s  brass  foundry  business  in
Birmingham whilst bringing up two young

boys  and  supporting  Martin  in  his  charitable  work.  Anne’s  first
daughter, Jane, was born in 1956 and her second, Bryony, in 1958
after  a  move  to  Kemerton.  Around  this  time,  Anne  became
increasingly  involved  in  the  YWCA,  the  NSPCC  and  the
Gloucestershire Association of Boys Clubs. 

In 1968 Anne tragically lost her eldest son, Ian, in a car crash and in
1969  her  husband,  Martin,  sadly  died,  events  which  shook  the
remaining family to the core.

She enjoyed her time as a Magistrate (1968-95) in Tewkesbury and
also took on the Presidency of the National YWCA (1976-1980). She
took  a  deep  interest  in  education,  taking  on  governorships  of
Tewkesbury School, Ellerslie in Malvern and The Downs School in
Colwall, as well as sitting on the Council of Cheltenham College and
Kings  in  Gloucester.  As  Anne  became  more  embedded  in
Gloucestershire  life,  the  organisations  in  which  she  participated
continued to grow, mainly focussed on youth volunteers. She was
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exceptionally proud of  her time as Mayor of Tewkesbury in 1988.
She was also Chairman of the Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey for 26
years from 1988 - 2014. She became a Deputy Lieutenant of the
County in 1991 and in 1996 received the OBE. 

She was involved with many charitable  organisations,  an interest
that  had  begun  in  her  school  days,  including  acting  as  either
President, Chair or Patron to a number of these, and as a Trustee of
two very large charitable trusts. She had an interest in causes for
young disabled people and was particularly proud of her roles as
Vice President of the National Star Centre in Gloucestershire and as
patron of St. Vincent’s Centre, with which she had an association for
over 50 years. She was also County President of the Order of St
John  and  a  founding  member  of  the  Honourable  Company  of
Gloucestershire.

Throughout all this time she spent
many  holidays  in  ‘Trejabbim’,  the
family holiday house in Cornwall. It
held very special memories for her
and  she  loved  to  walk  along  the
coastline  around  Trebetherick
where  she  spent  many  happy
family times. She had been forced
to give up playing tennis due to a
series  of  back  problems,  but  this
didn’t stop her from playing golf on
the course at St Enodoc until  well
into her 60s and Scrabble until the
very end.

Anne  has  been  described  as  an  archetypal  matriarch,  a  public
servant with boundless energy, quick wit and a twinkle in her eye.
Not  only  will  Tewkesbury  and  Gloucestershire  deeply  miss  her
presence, but so will we, her surviving family of 2 daughters and a
son, 4 grandsons, 3 granddaughters, 5 great-grandsons and 2 great-
granddaughters.

Our thanks to Mr Charles Cadbury and the family 
for providing this tribute and photographs.
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I  have  been  asked  to  write  a  tribute  for
inclusion in  this Report.  I  can really  do no
better than include verbatim the summary of
Anne’s life prepared by the family, led by her
eldest grandson Charles. This amply shows
their love, loyalty and support of their family
Matriarch.

I would just like to add the following random thoughts on some of the
many aspects of Anne’s life which I was privileged to share.

We both enjoyed an abiding interest in Cheltenham College, where
Anne served on the governing council for some years having been
appointed fairly soon after Martin’s untimely death, he also having
served as a Governor. 

I sometimes appeared before Anne, as a solicitor on behalf of clients
when  she  was  sitting  as  Magistrate  –  often  as  Chairman.  Her
decisions were always totally fair, as you would expect.

Anne insisted on me remaining a trustee of Martin’s Will Trust long
after I retired from practice, which became a long link – now sadly
severed!

We attended endless meetings together over 12 years as governors
of the very successful Tewkesbury School and a similar time with
Tewkesbury Town Council leading to her mayoralty in 1988.

Certainly and not least, we shared much time together over many
years on the Friends’ Council and its Finance Committee. Anne took
over as Chairman of the Friends from Peter Healing in 1988. This
was no easy act to follow, but she put her heart and soul fearlessly
into the task, only retiring from the post in 2013, handing over the
baton  to  Graham  Finch  at  the  2014  AGM.  The  Friends  were
extremely fortunate having such a tower of strength in Anne, who led
the Friends through those 26 years – no small achievement, guiding
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them  through  many  extremely  important  and  substantial  projects
helping the PCC to maintain and enhance our magnificent Abbey.

Anne  was,  of  course,  an  ideal  and
distinguished  chairman  and  this  was
recognised  by  the  Friends  by  their
provision  of  special  candlesticks  for
the  altar  of  St.  Edmund’s  chapel  in
recognition  of  her  long  and  faithful
service and ever generous support.    

Vigour  and  verve  were  the  order  of
Anne’s day plus, of course, boundless
energy  and  enthusiasm.  I  enjoyed
calling  on  her  unannounced  at
Tewkesbury  Fields,  shortly  after  she
arrived there, only to be told Anne had
gone  out  to  lunch  and  would  not  be
back for some while! What a splendid
example for any nonagenarian. Thank you Anne – you touched the
lives of so many, leading us all by energetic example and leaving us
all with many happy memories.

Tim Woollatt  

With the Covid-19 restrictions preventing usual access to the office
and postponement of Friends’ meetings it is not possible at this time
to produce the usual full report for 2019. It is hoped that the AGM
can be  held  later  in  the  year,  in  which  case  Council  nomination
papers  and  minutes  from 2019  will  be  issued  at  a  later  date.  A
second 2020 report  will  be  produced in  the  autumn and this  will
include  membership  updates  and  further  financial  reporting.  The
Friends’  website  will  continue  to  be  updated  with  news  as  this
becomes available.

Karen Vincent 
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Full  reports  from  Friends’  events  and  activities,  with  many
photographs, usually appear on the Friends’ website within a few
weeks of the occasion, but here is a small reminder of the highlights
from 2019.

January - A visit to the City of London
included tours of the headquarters of St
John's  and  the  Great  Hall  at  Barts
Hospital  (left)  and Evensong, sung by
the  Abbey’s  Schola  Cantorum,  at  St
Paul’s Cathedral.

In  April  Professor  Joyce  Hill,  Professor  Emeritus  of  Leeds
University,   gave  the annual  Fitzhamon Lecture  on  the theme of
“Tewkesbury’s Benedictine Heritage”:

“Professor Hill proved to be a delightful warm and engaging 
lecturer who captivated her large audience of nearly 80 for  
an hour in the Abbey Parish Hall without using any notes.  
Her numerous illustrations ranged from the frontispiece of  
the  Regularis  Concordia,  that  she  referred  to  as  the  
‘Foundation document’ of the late Anglo-Saxon Benedictine 
Reform of the tenth century, through to delicate line drawings
taken from the same period” (Charles Whitney)

In  July the  annual  tour  was  to
Romsey  Abbey  and  Salisbury
Cathedral.  These  visits  seem  to
have  been  blessed  with  very  fine
weather in recent years!
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Lammas Bread baking,  the cleaning of  the Gage Gates,  and the
Stained Glass Workshop were reported in the Autumn newsletter,
and  the  Young  Friends’ activities  continued  apace  until  Covid-19
struck.

Christmas  was  a  busy  time  for  Young
Friends  as  they  decorated  3,200  cocktail
sticks  and  filled  plastic  bags  with  all  the
ingredients needed to make a Christingle, in
readiness  for  the  Abbey’s  Christmas  Eve
service.  The  11th January  saw  the  Young
Friends  together  again  to  assemble  a
candle light display on the theme of the tree
of  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  for
Epiphany.   At  the  end  of  January,  Young
Friends  warmed themselves  up with  soup
and  sandwiches  before  venturing  into  the
ambulatory  and  St  Faith’s  Chapel  to
assemble  a  display  of  about  700  knitted
monks, and placing monks where they have
never  been before,  with  three muppet-like
characters  at  the  west  end  above  the
donation  chest  and  hundreds  of  monks
clambering  over  the  tombs  in  the
ambulatory. Some of the monks now have

mobile phones and ipads,  there
is  a hermit  monk in  a hut,  and
there  are  novices  enjoying  a
game  of  football.  People  on
Facebook  have  asked  if  there
are postcards of the monks.  

The chained library, made by the Young
Friends in the autumn, is now a feature
of the displays.
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The  Young  Friends  continued  to
hold occasional cleaning mornings
in  the  Abbey.  The  Abbey  can
become  dirty  very  quickly  and
progress can be slow but a lot can
be  achieved  quickly  with  an
enthusiastic  group  appropriately
equipped.

It was hoped that a further section
of  the  parish  boundary  could  be
beaten  by  the  Young  Friends  on
Rogation  Sunday  but  sadly  the
lockdown prevented this. The climb
to the Mythe Tute, with its amazing
view  over  the  whole  parish,  will
have to wait for another year. 

Plenty is planned for the Young Friends when the lockdown ends. A
music and drama event is one possibility, and they will be invited to
take part in the Tewkesbury in Bloom Festival when that is able to
resume. A Young Friends publicity banner is being designed, and a
plan  is  in  place  for  some  of  the  Young  Friends’  competition
photographs to be turned into notecards for sale in the Abbey shop.

Joanne Raywood 
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Beating the eastern parish bounds, and dodging
the rain showers, in May 2019



Summarised Statement of Financial Activities for the year 
ended 31 December 2019

2019 2018

Income

Subscriptions, donations and legacies 72,279 31,477

Investment income 31,715 34,182

Cards, events, Young Friends 7,017 7,065

Total 111,011 72,724

Expenditure

Grants 193,693 139,199

Other expenditure 10,454 8,159

Total 204,147 147,358

Gains/(losses) on investments 119,317 -52,061

Net income/(expenditure) 26,181 -126,695

Total funds brought forward 943,093 1,069,788

Total funds carried forward 969,274 943,093

Funds

Unrestricted funds 777,601 797,138

Restricted funds 45,718 -

Endowment funds 145,955 145,955

Total funds 969,274 943,093
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 Treasurer’s Report



Investments

With the onset of lockdown the value of our investments has fallen
considerably since the end of 2019. This has been mitigated to a
certain extent by the sale of investments early in the year to raise
£100,000 which has been added to our cash resources.

2021 Appeal

The Appeal was launched to raise £202,100 to transform the West
End of the Abbey. At 31 December 2019 £45,137 had been raised.
At 30 April 2020 the total stands at £50,282.

Grants

The amount of £193,693 includes £102,012 for repair to the roof of
the Camera Cantorum, and £55,000 to the Abbey Fabric Fund. A
further £122,157 has been designated for projects in 2020, which
includes £60,000 to the Fabric Fund and a further £31,000 for the
Camera Cantorum roof.

Bequests

The Friends are most grateful for bequests received from the estates
of  the  Very  Reverend  Michael  Moxon,  Mrs  Sandra  Vicker,  Mrs
Dorothy Ward,  Canon George Clarke,  and a forthcoming bequest
from Miss Sylvia Comins. Such bequests are essential if the Friends
are to continue to support the PCC in the maintenance of the Abbey.

Subscriptions

Subscription rates for Life and Annual Membership increased with
effect from 1st January 2020. The minimum requested donation for
Annual Membership is now £20 per annum, and for Life Membership
a one-off sum of £300 or 6 donations of £50. Please would Annual
Members amend any Standing Order instruction with your bank if
you have not already done so? Please Gift Aid any donations to the
Friends if you are able to do this.

Hugh Sweet, Hon. Treasurer
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The  Friends’  2021  Appeal  was  launched  on  20th

October 2019 to raise money for a Friends’ funded
project  to  mark  the  900th Anniversary  of  the
Consecration of the Abbey .

Initially  the  project  was  with  the  broad  aim  ‘to
transform the west end of the Abbey’. The Parochial
Church  Council  have  set  up  a  working  group  to

explore  options,  and  it  was  decided  that  improving  access,
increasing  light  levels  and  providing  a  more  welcoming  entrance
could be achieved by replacing the internal wooden vestibule at the
north porch doors with a glass structure. It is hoped that the wooden
vestibule  could  be  repurposed  and  placed  elsewhere  within  the
Abbey.  The  Abbey  Architect  has  drafted  a  number  of  possible
schemes and these were displayed within the Abbey for a number of
weeks  for  congregation  and  visitor  consultation  and  feedback
immediately before the Abbey had to close.

It  had  been  intended  that  a  number  of  fundraising  events  and
activities for the project would be held during 2020, but these have
had to be cancelled or postponed until the Abbey can reopen.

The financial target for the Friends’ 2021 Appeal is £202,100 and a
number of one-off and regular donations have been received, many
using the figures ‘2021’ as the basis for the gift. Thank you to all who
have given to the project so far, and all who are saving or have plans
to fundraise for future donations.

As at 30th April 2021 the 2021 Appeal total stood at £50,282 - one
quarter of the target after one quarter of the time allocated for the
appeal. There is a dedicated page for the appeal on the Friends of
Tewkesbury  Abbey  website  which  gives  regular  updates,  and
information on how to give to the appeal.

Karen Vincent  
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 Friends’ 2021 Appeal - Update



Cover photographs of the Abbey, May 2020 (K.Vincent)
Many thanks to all who contributed photographs for this report.

23




