
Hello Young Friends!  I hope you and your families are keeping well.   

Today is a beautifully sunny day and I’m sure bright sunbeams are pouring in through the high                    

windows to warm the cool air in the Abbey nave.  Perhaps that thought will inspire your entry for the writing 

competition, or perhaps you have another great idea for it. 

I hope you have been able to solve most of the quizzes that were in the last sheet.    The answers are at the 

bottom of this sheet.  If you have ideas for more quizzes, please let me know. 

Here are some more Abbey things to think about.                                                   

What and 

where am I? 

The objects in these 

photographs (left) are all 

in the Abbey.  What are 

they and where can they 

be found?  

Answers to the quizzes on the last sheet: 

Mystery photographs: 1 – Grating over the Clarence vault, 2 – Ceiling of the Beauchamp 

Chantry, 3 – Gurney stove in the nave, 4 – trap door into the bell tower from the 

crossing, 5 – Grove organ pipes in the north transept, 6 – locking mechanism on the 

treasure chest, north ambulatory, 7 - the kneeling knight, above the Despenser Chapel, 8 

– decorative panel on the font 

Scrambled words – presbytery, St Faith’s Chapel, Quire, Camera Cantorum, Sacristy, 

Ambulatory, Holy Cross Chapel, West End 

The nave ceiling 

During the 14th Century the Abbey’s wooden roof was                      

removed and replaced by this splendid ribbed vaulting.                              

The ribs, which you can see clearly in the photograph, are the structure 

and where they join other ribs there are bosses.  The whole vault is made 

of stone and is much heavier than it looks.   

The bosses are very decorative.  The biggest ones, along the centre of the 

nave, tell the story of Jesus, like the one above right.  What part of Jesus’ 

story does that tell?  Other bosses have musical angels on them and some 

have flowers and leaves. 

An Abbey mystery.  In the photograph on the left you can see a dark 

patch on the ceiling.  It is not a shadow, but what do you think it can be? 

The interior of the Abbey used to look very 

different from the way it does now.   It was 

full of box pews, the organ was on the 

opposite side and the pulpit was on the 

south side of the nave.  In the 1870s the 

Abbey was restored and the nave ceiling 

was painted by Thomas Gambier Parry.  

The photographs on the right show some of 

the lovely patterns he painted. 

Some people were very shocked when they 

saw how Tewkesbury Abbey had been 

changed by the restoration, but if you look 

online at photographs of Highnam Church, 

which Gambier Parry also decorated, you 

will see that actually he was very restrained 

in our Abbey. 

The Abbey will change again soon, when 

the new doorway inside the north porch is 

built.  Do you think we should change 

things in the Abbey, or do you think they 

should always stay the same? 

Imagine that you had been asked to paint the nave ceiling, like 

Thomas Gambier Parry.  What would the ceiling look like?   

Find examples of painted ceilings, in books and on the internet, 

to inspire your design before you get out your pencils, paints and 

paper. 


