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A BIRTHDAY PRESENT
FOR A 900 YEAR OLD
On Sunday 20th October, at the Bring and Share
lunch following the service to mark the
Anniversary of the Consecration, The Friends
launched their 2021 Appeal.
The Friends have committed themselves to
supporting the PCC as they develop a project to
reorder the west end of the Abbey so as to
provide a more open, light and welcoming
entrance for worshippers pilgrims and visitors.
Our target amount is £202,100, which we aim to
raise in the two years culminating with the
900th anniversary of the Abbey's consecration
in October 2021.
We hope to attract a minimum of 500 donors to
the Appeal, who will come largely, but not
exclusively, from members of The Friends. The
names of everyone who gives to the appeal –
whatever the amount - will be recorded and a
special document produced, so this is an
opportunity to write your name into the history
of the Abbey. We are asking donors to consider
using ‘2021’ as the basis for their gift – perhaps
£2021, or £202.10, or a monthly gift of £20.21.
More ideas are on the appeal leaflet – and do
Gift Aid your donation if you are able to!
We also recognise that many do not have the
resources to make regular or larger donations
but would like to participate, so small Friends’
2021 Appeal collecting boxes have been created
to save £2 coins or 20p pieces – they are made
from card and can be created at home with
scissors and glue!

The date ‘2021’ will also be used to record the
progress of the appeal, with a timeline created
marking key dates through the Abbey’s history
and setting these alongside financial targets, so
1471 (The Battle of Tewkesbury) will be
marked when £147,100 has been raised for
example. Our first target is £52,900 – 529, the
year in which St. Benedict established his
monastery at Monte Cassino, Italy. Generous
donations at the start have set the fund off with
more than a quarter of this first milestone.
A page of the Friends’ website has been created
to provide updates on the plans for the appeal
and its progress. The website also provides the
facility for submitting your pledge form
electronically and printing out your card
collecting box at home. A Standing Order form
is available from the site, and the information
on this can be used to set up an internet banking
payment, and a Gift Aid declaration can be
printed too. Do visit
www.friendsoftewkesburyabbey.org.uk
regularly for news of the appeal.
In addition to donations special fundraising
events for the appeal will be held during the two
year period to boost the appeal funds. Keep an
eye out for bulletins, mailings, newsletters and
reports – it is going to be an exciting time for
the Friends!

FRIENDS’ EXPENDITURE –
MAJOR PROJECTS
Following the completion of the restoration of
the Milton Organ, the Friends have now given
approximately £200,000 to fund another major
project at the Abbey, the repair of the Camera
Cantorum roof. This is the roof of St. James’
chapel on the north side of the Abbey which
houses the choir room and the Abbey shop.
There will not be a lot to see when this project
is complete but the Friends are using it as an
opportunity to advertise its invaluable work in
the maintenance of the Abbey. We are grateful
to the contractors, Ellis and Co, for providing
photographs of their ongoing work.

A banner advertising the work of the Friends

Hidden but essential work – beneath the covers the Camera Cantorum roof is being repaired
LEAVING A LEGACY IN YOUR WILL
If you are reviewing your Will, or making a Will for the first time, could you include a gift to the
Friends? Any gift received will allow us to continue to support the maintenance of the fabric of
our beautiful Abbey, and its services and activities.

FRIENDS’ EXPENDITURE –
MINOR WORKS
The Friends have also contributed to smaller
projects, including repairing the Almshouse
path (it is no longer a trip hazard) and new signs
at the gated entrances to the Abbey grounds.

Newly laid path in front of the almshouses

New sign at the Gage Gates

UPDATE FROM
THE FRIENDS’ SCHOLAR
Dear Friends,
It was a pleasure to meet so many of you on the
Friends’ Day at the beginning of summer and to
update you upon my research.
Just over a month ago I downed tools following
completion of my first two weeks of
geophysical surveys in and around the Abbey. It
was a bit of a dramatic fortnight as we
encountered various trials and tribulations,
which unfortunately meant that we had to
postpone our open day with the Young Friends.
However, we were able to get the Abbey’s
Young Adults group out into the Meadow one
evening to teach them about magnetometry –
just one of the techniques I will be employing to
survey the proposed area of the monastic
precinct – and to give them each a go with the
piece of equipment, including Father Sebastian
in his cassock!
Since returning from my fieldwork, I have been
lucky enough to spend the day down in
Cornwall and see some of the more specialist
survey techniques that I wish to employ at
Tewkesbury, in action with some of the chaps
from the Cambourne School of Mines who will
hopefully be helping me out. The current plan is
to resume fieldwork around mid-May when the
meadow is next mown, when, with any luck, I
will be able to rearrange the taster session for
the Young Friends.
Currently, I am working hard to finish a sample
chapter for my thesis to submit as a part of my
upgrade from MPhil to PhD, which will
hopefully be completed around Christmas time.
In the meantime, I would just like to thank you
all
for
being
so
welcoming over the last
year and for making this
experience
such
a
memorable one.
Ellie March,
Friends’ Scholar

New noticeboard in Gander Lane

THE FRIENDS’ TRIP TO
ROMSEY ABBEY AND
SALISBURY CATHEDRAL
8th JULY 2019
It was warm if overcast when thirty-two Friends
set off from the Crescent in Tewkesbury. Two
and a half hours later, Romsey was reached,
bathed in sunlight. The party was greeted by
two charming Tourist Information ladies. Most
Friends made for the King John Museum and
Coffee shop that proved an interesting, not to
say refreshing, stop en route to Romsey Abbey.
The Abbey was somewhat like that at
Tewkesbury in its beauty, solidity and much
Romanesque grandeur. However, its tower was
comparatively squat and so did not dominate
the town or skyline. Inside, there was a short
time to acclimatize to the soaring arches,
triforia and clerestories with Victorian barrel
vaulting before the two guides, Bob and Lloyd,
began their tours. Much was similar to
Tewkesbury Abbey yet not identical. For
example, Romsey residents, like Tewkesbury
people, shared their Abbey with the Benedictine
order. At Tewkesbury, people used the nave; at
Romsey it was the north nave aisle. Romsey
Abbey had an enclosed Benedictine order of
nuns, hence no West door. At the Dissolution of
the Monasteries, Romsey Abbey was sold to the

townspeople for a mere £100; Tewkesbury paid
far more. Romsey Abbey could proudly show a
'receipt', with Henry VIII's signature and seal,
dated 1544. Romsey, like Tewkesbury, also
houses the effigy of an unknown person, in both
cases probably 14th century. In Romsey's case it
is a lady; in Tewkesbury's, a knight.
Romsey Abbey also possessed some
outstanding features, notably the wonderful
Saxon Rood in St Anne's chapel dated c.960. It
was possibly given by King Edgar when he refounded the nunnery. The unique East end
included a double chapel dedicated to the
Abbey's two Patrons, St Mary and St
Ethelflaeda, with two altars and early thirteenth
century wall-paintings. There was the handsome
Jacobean ceiling at the central crossing that was
also the floor of the ringing chamber. A fine
Walker three manual organ, first installed in
1858, had been added to significantly since
then.
Finally, the nearby Broadlands estate was
originally an Abbey grange, later the residence
of Lord Palmerston, a Prime Minister; later still
the home of Earl Mountbatten of Burma the last
Viceroy of India. His personal chancel stall and
that of his wife, Countess Edwina, had plaques.
His grave was in the St Nicholas' Chapel in the
South Transept. His wife's ashes were buried at
sea.
After
a
half-hour
journey
the
party
arrived at St Anne's
Gate in Salisbury. Here
everyone went their
separate
ways
in
search
of
lunch,
although those who
went Cathedral-wards
had their first look at
the magnificent yet
graceful Early English
style grandeur that is
Salisbury Cathedral,
topped
by
its
breathtaking spire.

Tewkesbury Friends view the Henry VIII grant for the sale of Romsey Abbey
Church - price £100

Once happily replete, the
party reconvened at the
Cathedral entrance, to be
split into three groups by
guides Helen, Rosemary
and Alex. The tour began
in the nave's North West
corner, where examples of
different types of stone
were displayed, together
with a detailed model of
the building of the
Cathedral. Next was the
Salisbury clock – that had
no clock-face. It was
originally built in 1386
but still kept good time. It
was able to strike every
hour but for its own
A perfect reflection in the font at Salisbury Cathedral despite the
longevity, this has been
continuous flow
restricted. In the middle of
There was time to explore the cloisters, the
the nave was a modern, imaginative font,
often beautiful houses and other buildings in
consecrated in 2007, with running water
Salisbury Cathedral Close and, for some, a
flowing out at four corners.
quick visit to the town.
One could see the effect of the weight of the
The day was completed by a lovely Choral
tower and spire on the key pillars of the central
Evensong, sung by the Cathedral girl choristers
tower, buckling very slightly under the
and vicars choral. The Tewkesbury party were
enormous load. Sir Christopher Wren detected
greeted by Canon Robert Titley, canon in
that the spire was 29 1/2 inches out of true in
residence. The Smith responses were followed
1668 and it has barely moved in the intervening
by the Canticles, sung to Hall's Fourth Service,
320 years. The level of the water-table could be
while the Anthem, sung a cappella, was
checked using a rod and tube set into the floor
Orlande Lassus' Justorum Animae. Former
under the crossing. The groups were introduced
Tewkesbury Abbey Verger Anthony Lewis, who
to the choristers' 'Bumping Stone' that boy
left Tewkesbury over twenty years ago,
probationers have endured since they first sang
conducted senior clergy as Cathedral Head
in 1091. Since 1991, Girls' choir probationers
Verger. Sadly, the Father Willis organ was
are given a Bible instead. The tomb of the Earl
undergoing a thorough restoration but the
and Countess of Hertford was visited, the
electronic substitute did a fair job.
Countess related to the ill-fated Lady Jane Grey.
There was St. Osmund's tomb, where pilgrims
It was time to leave. Steve the driver managed
hoped that, by touching it, they might be healed
to deliver the party back to the Crescent by 8.35
of various complaints. The East end of the
pm. A huge and deeply appreciative 'thank you'
Cathedral included the Trinity Chapel's
to Patricia Purkiss for her many, meticulous and
Prisoners of Conscience Window by Gabriel
loving preparations, aided and abetted by Alan.
and Jacques Loire. As at Tewkesbury, there
A truly memorable day.
were chantry chapels and a cadaver like that of
Abbot Wakeman in the Abbey.
The tour ended at the Chapter House where the
Salisbury copy of Magna Carta could be
viewed.

Revd. CE Whitney

SUMMER
WITH
THE YOUNG
FRIENDS
August was a
particularly busy
month for the
Young
Friends.
On the first of the
month they baked
Lammas
bread
using
locally
The loaf baked by the
milled flour. This
Young Friends
was blessed and
distributed by the
bishop to the congregation as they left the
Musica Deo Sacra Sunday Eucharist, in
accordance with an orthodox custom that Fr
Paul discovered.

display that took place in September for the
Heritage Open Days.
The theme of Heritage Open Days for this year
was ‘People and Power’. The display will aim
to show how the Abbey helped to create wealth
and influence within medieval Tewkesbury.
Thanks go to Margaret Gribble, Ruth Bagley,
Ellie March, Cathy and Spen Instone, Sue
Coulton, Graham Finch and Sue Cumner, for
their invaluable help during the summer
activities.

Young Friends at the Stained Glass workshop
The Young Friends are looking forward to
having an opportunity to help Ellie, the Friends’
Scholar, with her survey work during the
coming months. Cleaning and craft dates are in
the diary, and there are some ideas to be
explored for a drama performance by the Young
Friends in 2021.
Joanne Raywood

Young Friends baking in the Touching Souls
tearoom
There then followed two workshops, on the 7th
and 14th August. The first one was a stained
glass workshop, run by Ellie, our Friends’
Scholar and at the second one, Young Friends
learned how to make miniature books and to
create a chained library for the knitted monk

Look out for the chained library in future
knitted monks displays!

Conference of Friends of Cathedrals,
Abbeys and Greater Churches
Peterborough
11th - 13th October 2019

Peterborough Cathedral (publicdomainpictures.net)

The Very Reverend
Michael Moxon 1942-2019

It is with deep regret that we learned of the
death of our former Vicar and a good Friend of
Tewkesbury Abbey.

Tewkesbury Abbey was represented at this
year's Conference by our Chairman and our
Young Friends' Co-ordinator. The conference
was held in the precincts of Peterborough
Cathedral, a spectacular building which
deserves to be better known. The formal
sessions included information and advice about
GDPR, fundraising, membership recruitment
and retention, publicity and Young Friends.
Joanne Raywood made the keynote presentation
on the latter, which by common consent was the
outstanding contribution of the day; it was
positive, optimistic and looked forward to the
potential for future growth. It also helped put
Tewkesbury firmly in the forefront of such
developments. Our thanks and congratulations
to Joanne for a great achievement.

Michael Moxon followed Canon Cosmo
Pouncey as Vicar of Tewkesbury Abbey from
1981 – 1990, the youngest priest ever to take
the position. He was “a breath of fresh air” - full
of enthusiasm to put his thoughts and vision
into his first position as a parish priest.
Everything he did was with skill, grace and
sincerity. His sermons were inspiring with the
ability to relate at all levels, in his own
extrovert style.

Inevitably there were plenty of opportunities for
socialising and networking, both informally on
the margins of the conference and formally in
the shape of tours of the cathedral, lunches and
a glittering Gala Dinner on Saturday night in
the cathedral's "New Building" (dating from
about 1500!) at which the guest speaker was the
High Sherriff of Cambridgeshire whose talk
was pitch perfect and hugely engaging. We also
attended Choral Evensong on Friday and
Saturday, and Sung Eucharist on Sunday
morning. It was a thoroughly enjoyable,
stimulating and encouraging conference and all
representatives left with ideas for the future of
their Friends' organisations. A fuller account of
the conference will be available later.
Graham Finch

Sport in many forms was part of his ‘outsidechurch’ activities especially cricket, and he
looked forward to arranging the annual parish
cricket match.

He was blessed with an outstanding voice, and
on one occasion came to the rescue of
Tewkesbury Choral Society by singing the
leading part in St John’s Passion at a day’s
notice. (The original soloist had doublebooked!)

Michael was the instigator of the Greater
Churches Conference which is a biennial event
aiming to discuss the common problems which
occur within large churches such as Tewkesbury
Abbey. They were (and still are) of great value,
and successful events.
It was a sad loss to Tewkesbury when he left to
take up the position of Canon of St George’s
Chapel, Windsor, and later to become Dean of
Truro Cathedral.
Margaret Wilson

COMINGS AND GOINGS
AT THE FRIENDS
At the Friends’ Annual General Meeting in July
the Friends bade a very special farewell to Mrs
Susan Evans and Mrs Margaret Wilson who had
each served on the Friends’ Council for more
than 30 years. Their dedication and service to
the Friends has been much appreciated.
The Friends’ Council welcomed three new
members in July; Mrs Katherine Watson, Mrs
Sylvia Lancelot and Dr Ian White were all
elected to serve for three years. Mrs Nicola
Hawley is now Churchwarden (Mrs Karen
Vincent completed her four years in the role in
May), and Mr Ian Bloom and Mr John Parkes
are the PCC representatives.
The Order of St. Benedict has appointed The
Right Reverend David Charlesworth OSB as
the new Titular Abbot of Tewkesbury, following
the death of Dom Aidan Shea earlier this year.
Abbot David currently serves at St James’
Priory in Bristol, a daughter house of
Tewkesbury, founded in 1129 by Robert Fitzroy,
Earl of Gloucester. It is hoped that Abbot David
will be a regular visitor to Tewkesbury.
Arrangements are being made for his
installation at the Abbey. He has been awarded
Honorary Life Membership of the Friends.

CHRISTMAS AT THE ABBEY
We always look forward to seeing many of The
Friends at the Abbey during the Advent,
Christmas and Epiphany seasons. The Friends
frequently have a display stand at events, do
come and introduce yourself! The following
dates may be useful to you:
Saturday 30th November - Christmas Fayre
Sunday 1st December - 6pm, Advent Carols
Sunday 22nd December - 6pm, Nine Lessons
and Carols
Tuesday 24th December – 4pm, Christingle
Sunday 12th January – 6pm, Epiphany Carols

FRIENDS’ DATES IN 2020
Simon Lawton from the John Moore Museum
will be giving a talk to the Friends early in 2020
on the subject of the Church Street Cottages and
their link with the Abbey. Details are yet to be
finalised but it is likely to be at the end of
January or in early February.
The Annual Fitzhamon Lecture will be held
on the evening of Saturday 25th April 2020.
Professor James Clark, Director of Liberal Arts
in the College of Humanities at Exeter
University, will be speaking on “The Last
Monks of Medieval Tewkesbury”. Professor
Clark is a medievalist by training and explores
themes in religion, intellectual and cultural life.
The Friends’ Festival will be held on Sunday
5th July 2020.
CONTACTING THE FRIENDS
The postal address for the Friends is:
The Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey
c/o Abbey Office
Church Street
TEWKESBURY
GL20 5RX
General enquiries and member updates can be
sent to The Friends’ Administrator, Mrs. Karen
Vincent, at the above address or by email at
admin@friendsoftewkesburyabbey.org.uk
Other useful email addresses are:
Mr. Graham Finch, Chair
chair@friendsoftewkesburyabbey.org.uk

Mr. Hugh Sweet, Treasurer
treasurer@friendsoftewkesburyabbey.org.uk

Mrs. Joanne Raywood, Young Friends’ Coordinator
youngfriends@friendsoftewkesburyabbey.org.uk

The Friends’ website
www.friendsoftewkesburyabbey.org.uk
has links to forms, leaflets, reports etc. which
can be downloaded. Member updates can be
submitted electronically via the website.
Thanks to all who submitted photographs for inclusion in
this newsletter, in particular Dr. Ian White and Mrs.
Joanne Raywood. The 2021 Appeal Logo was created at
www.wordart.com

