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On Monday 7th July, the day following our Annual General meeting, The Friends 
of Tewkesbury Abbey are organising an outing to Romsey Abbey and Salisbury 
Cathedral. Full details and application forms are on our website or on the 
Friends’ table in the Abbey.  

Price, £48 per person which includes the coach, gratuities and tours of both 
churches. Departure @ 8.00am from The Crescent: arriving back c8.30pm 

Professor Joyce Hill 

  

    The Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey 

Annual Fitzhamon Lecture 

Saturday 27th April at 7:00pm 

Tewkesbury’s Benedictine Heritage 

Professor Joyce Hill 

A cover for the Gospel Book of Judith of Flanders, made in England, probably 

Canterbury, c.1060. 
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Tewkesbury Abbey is a fitting climax to a remarkable series of 

Benedictine foundations of the tenth and eleventh centuries. 

This illustrated lecture explores this great heritage and sets it in 

the larger context of the monastic history of Anglo-Saxon Eng-

land, when Benedictine communities were centres of art and 

learning.  

This map shows the monastic ‘families’ of the Anglo-Saxon Benedictine Reform.  

Christ’s Entry into Jerusalem from the Benedictional of 
Æthelwold. This book of episcopal blessings, made for 
Æthelwold, Bishop of Winchester 963-984, is the most 
important surviving manuscript of the Winchester 
School of illumination and one of the greatest examples 
of Anglo-Saxon art. Æthelwold, along with Dunstan, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, and Oswold, Bishop of 
Worcester and Archbishop of York, were the three lead-
ers of the Anglo-Saxon Benedictine Reform. 
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Professor Joyce Hill, BA., D.Phil., D. Univ., F.E.A., F.R.S.A.  
 

Professor Hill’s academic specialism is the language and literature of Anglo-Saxon Eng-
land, with a particular focus on the transmission of Christian culture. Joyce began her 
career in King’s College London, where she gained a First Class degree in English. From 
there she went to the University of York for her doctorate, where she began her research 
in the literature of the Anglo-Saxons, most notably the period of the Benedictine Reform 
in the tenth and eleventh centuries. She now has well over a hundred and fifty publica-
tions, which also include several studies on aspects of Old Norse literature and early me-
dieval Latin texts.  

At the University of Leeds, where she was appointed Professor of Old and Middle English 
Language and Literature in 1995 (a chair once held by J R R Tolkein), she became the first 
woman to hold the post of Pro-Vice-Chancellor (deputy head of the university). At differ-
ent times she has also been Director of the University’s Centre for Medieval Studies and 
Head of the School of English.  

She was awarded a mid-career research fellowship at Emmanuel College, Cambridge 
University, and has held visiting professorships in Italy and the USA. Over the years she 
has also held a number of positions on the Arts and Humanities Research Council, chair-
ing grant-awarding panels, serving as Deputy Chair of their Research Committee, over-
seeing their portfolio of research centres throughout the UK, and representing the Coun-
cil on a number of other bodies.  

In 2001 she was invited to become the founding director of a policy unit for the whole of 
the UK higher education sector, based in London. In this capacity she engaged directly 
with government, advised the various national equality commissions, and represented 
the UK on EU committees and in conference with UNESCO. In recognition of this work 
she was awarded an honorary doctorate by Oxford Brookes University in 2006. 

Joyce is now an Emeritus Professor of the University of Leeds. She remains very active in 
research, for which she has won an international prize, and she still contributes to re-
search conferences world-wide, most recently in The Vatican, Germany, Japan, Italy, 
Canada and the USA, as well as numerous international conferences and symposia in the 
UK. She is a Fellow of the English Association, a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts, and an 
Honorary Life Member of the International Society of Anglo-Saxonists in recognition of 
her contribution to the work of the Society and to Anglo-Saxon studies world-wide. 

Joyce has been a member of the Chapter of Ripon Cathedral since 2011. She is also a 
member of the national body which oversees the preservation of the heritage of the 
English cathedrals (the Cathedrals Fabric Commission for England), and she is both an 
elected member and one of the Chairs of the General Synod, the Church of England’s 
national ‘parliament’. Her other interests include leading history walks for the Leeds Civic 
Trust, enthusiastic membership of the National Trust and English Heritage, and seizing 
every opportunity to travel, including to far-flung and unusual places. 
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Alongside the rich illuminations that we see in manuscripts such as 
the Benedictional of Æthelwold, the Benedictine Reform was also a 
period when a style of very delicate line-drawings was developed, 
as illustrated here from the Harley Psalter, made at Christ Church 
Canterbury, early in the eleventh century. 
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The frontispiece of the Regularis Concordia, the foundation doc-
ument of the late Anglo-Saxon Benedictine Reform. The image 
shows a  scroll (representing the Benedictine Rule) entwining a 
monk, in the lower register, with King Edgar flanked by Dunstan, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, and Aethelwold, Bishop pf Winches-
ter, in the upper register, signifying the extent of the royal and 
episcopal involvement in the monastic reform.  
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The Reform period also produced fine objects for ecclesiastical use, 
such as this censer, found in Pershore. It has an inscription, ‘Godric 
mec worhte’, ‘Godric made me’. 
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Another form of art for which the Benedictine Reform is renowned 
is ivory-carving. This reliquary is made from walrus-ivory. The Agnus 
Dei is in the centre and the symbols of the evangelists are at the end 
of each arm of the cross. 


