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Chairman's Report
Dear Friends

It has been a fruitful and positive year for the Friends as we have raised our public profile, 
continued to recruit more members and extended the range of benefits and activities that 
we have been able to offer. We have also made a number of significant gifts and grants in 
furtherance of our objectives to assist the PCC in the maintenance and enhancement of the
Abbey and its services and activities.

Last year's Report had a musical theme, as we prepared 
for the renovation of the Milton Organ, now nearing 
completion. This year we have decided to focus the 
Annual Report and, indeed, the Friends' Festival, on 
families and young people and to celebrate the success 
of our Young Friends' organisation. It is vital for the 
continuing work of The Friends and for the future well-
being of the Abbey that we look to the next generation to 
carry forward our work. With that in mind we inaugurated 
Young Friends, which was dedicated at last year's 
Festival services. We have now recruited over 40 
youngsters, who are already becoming involved in the life
of their group and of the Abbey.

Thanks to the inspirational leadership of Joanne 
Raywood, our young people have begun to appreciate all
that is involved in the maintenance of the Abbey and its 
services and activities and, indeed, have helped in a very
practical way in the ongoing work of preserving it for 
future generations. Joanne has organised a variety of 
interesting activities, such as a textile workshop based on
the decorative tiles in the Chancel. This led to the 
production of the Young Friends' banner, which will be 
dedicated at this year's Friends' Festival. Young Friends 
also visited Gloucester Cathedral for a Harry Potter-

related "Gloswarts Tour" and, at home, have helped the Vergers with some routine 
maintenance tasks. Joanne writes more fully about all of this on pages 9-14. We are 
grateful to the Town Council and to Audrey Spinks, who have generously supported this 
work with financial gifts.

At the end of 2017 we had a total of 587 Friends, including Life, Annual, Honorary, 
Complimentary and Ex-officio members. They too have been able to share fellowship 
across a variety of events. We celebrated our 2017 Friends' Festival with uplifting services, 
a delicious and convivial "Bring and Share" lunch and a talk from David Ireson about his 40 
years with MDS. We extended the Festival with an "away-day" to Southwell on the Monday 
and later in the year took a group of 30 Friends to Oxford to see the Founders' Book in the 
Bodleian Library and to enjoy Afternoon Tea and Evensong at Christ Church. In February 
we enjoyed a talk and concert given by a local group, Waytes and Measures, specialising in
medieval music who both entertained and informed us about instruments depicted in the 
nave roof "angel bosses". At the end of April we were privileged to have Dr Julian Luxford 
give the second Fitzhamon Lecture on the subject of the Founders' Book. More on all these 
events is included in the Report from the Events Committee on pages 14-15.
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The Friends' major objective, of course, is to be able to offer funding to the PCC for the 
unending work to preserve and enhance the fabric of the Abbey. The PCC has recently 
established an Abbey-wide financial strategy, with a particular focus on co-ordinated 
fundraising. The Friends will be a central player in this enterprise. As 2021 approaches we 
need to plan our expenditure carefully and it appears that the two major projects requiring 
our assistance will be major repairs to the Camera Cantorum roof and an imaginative 
reconfiguration of the West End of the Abbey to provide a dedicated Welcome Area for 
worshippers, pilgrims and tourists. The latter project will call for resources for which we shall
need to make special provision and discussions are already under way for a Friends' 
fundraising campaign during 2019-20. So more about that in next year's Annual Report.

This year we have been able to contribute as usual to the Fabric Fund in addition to funding
a number of projects in the PCC's "minor works" programme, including improvements to 
pathways and the replacement of some noticeboards. As already reported we have offered 
significant financial support to the Milton Organ restoration and funded two scholarships for 
Schola Cantorum. We have also set aside funds for the Abbey's forthcoming Conservation 
Management Plan (of which more in the Autumn Newsletter) and to assist with the 
upgrading of the Abbey's IT system, from which we shall benefit directly.

You may recall from the report in the December Newsletter that we were represented last 
October at the National Conference of Friends of Cathedrals, Abbeys and Greater 
Churches held in Ely. A major concern at the Conference was the imminent changes 
required by the General Data Protection Regulation, which come into force in May 2018. In 
common with organisations across the country, The Friends must ensure that we are 
compliant with the new regulations. This means that we must have your express written 
permission to keep your details in our database, to send you information (like this Report 
booklet!) by post or by e-mail, and to maintain contact with you. To this end you will find in 
the Annual Mailing a form which we would ask you to complete and return as soon as 
possible. Without this we shall not be able to assume that you are happy for us to hold your 
details or make contact with you. Please assist us and ensure your continued contact with 
the Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey by filling in the form and returning it to us at the usual 
address.

I conclude, as always, by thanking you for your
continued interest in the Friends and for your
support, which enables us to continue our work
to preserve and beautify this great House of
Prayer. Our thanks, therefore, to all those of you
who have made this possible, by your
subscriptions, and donations, by participating in
our activities or by remembering us in your will. I
record my particular thanks to all Council
members, especially Andrew Crowther, our Vice-
Chairman, Hugh Sweet, our Treasurer and Karen
Vincent, our Secretary and Administrator. I am
enormously grateful for the unstinting support
they have given to me and to the Friends during
the past twelve months.

Graham Finch
Chairman of the Friends
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Vicar’s Report

In 2017, the Abbey has been pressing on with the 20.21 Vision – Renewing People and 
Place - so that the Abbey is fit for purpose when we come to celebrate 900 years of its 
Norman foundation. Along with making the final plans and raising the money for the 
refurbishment of the Milton Organ, in which the Friends played an important part, we have 
concentrated on reviewing the financial life of the Abbey. During this review, we became 
increasingly aware of the important and vital links we have with our ‘partners’ which assist 
us in maintaining the life of the Abbey as we have come to know and love it. Of course, you 
are aware of all that the Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey do in providing financial support for 
special projects and the general upkeep of the Fabric. But you may not be aware of our 
other ‘partners’ who contribute to our common life:

• Tewkesbury Parish Trust supports the work of our Pioneer Minister on Priors Park: 
one of the most deprived areas in Gloucestershire.

• Schola Cantorum Scholarship Fund enables the Abbey to maintain its musical 
tradition on weekdays during term time which, in turn, contribute to the broader 
musical life of the Abbey

• Abbey Law Trust maintains part of the grounds which constitutes the Abbey site and 
provides subsidised housing for Abbey personnel.

As Vicar, I am conscious that ‘we’, the Abbey, owe you, ‘our partners’ a tremendous debt of 
gratitude. So, thank you, Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey, for your partnership in maintaining 
and developing Tewkesbury Abbey for this and future generations.

The Rev’d Canon Paul Williams
Vicar of Tewkesbury  

Introducing … Patricia Purkiss, Co-Chair of the Events Committee

I first came to Tewkesbury over twenty years ago to live, almost in the shadow of the Abbey.
Most of my working life had been in London but my husband always wanted to return to his 
childhood home. For the first few years I commuted back and forth but about fifteen years 
ago I started attending the Abbey regularly. I had loved the place from the start; both for its 
architecture and for the immense sense of spirituality that it never fails to inspire.

Within weeks I was quickly absorbed into the Abbey Family, which has been one of the 
greatest joys of my life. I started being more than just ‘a member of the congregation’ when 
I was asked to be a regular reader at services. Eventually I became a member of the 
serving team. It is the greatest of honours to serve at God’s altar and I never got over the 
amazement that I was allowed to be there.

When Graham Finch,  a friend with whom I had worked on a theatrical production, became 
chairman of the Friends I asked if I could help in any way. I was elected onto the Council 
and offered my services to the Events Committee. I am now co-chair with Mary Green, 
another very good friend, who is the catering guru of the team.

What do I think of the Abbey? I could not imagine life without it. Quite simply I love 
everything about it and all it represents. If I can give a little back it will never ever be 
enough. To me it is the most beautiful house of God in the world.
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Treasurer’s Report

Summary Financial Statements for the year ended 31st December 2017 are included as an 
insert with this report.

As in 2016 our expenditure exceeded income, but this year the gap was £66,021 compared
to £36,008 in 2016. The chief reason for the decline was a substantial fall in bequests and 
legacies, on which we rely to supplement our subscription and investment income, to 
enable us to maintain the level of grants to the P CC which we have achieved over the last 
few years. The shortfall in income was mitigated to a large extent by an increase in the 
value of our investments of £57,267. However it must be remembered that investments can
go down as well as up.

Grants made during the year amounted to £124,950. These included £42,500 to the Schola 
Cantorum Scholarship Fund, £50,000 to the PCC Fabric Fund, £14,500 towards the 
employment of the Development Support Officer and £16,000 for minor works and repairs 
in the Abbey precincts. In addition to these grants £175,000 has been approved to support 
projects over the next year and beyond.

The Friends are grateful for a bequest from the estate of Mr John Norsworthy, and for 
donations from members and supporters, as well as subscriptions from Annual and Life 
Members. The sale of cards and books raised £2,217, and I would like to thank Janice 
Smail for looking after the card table in the Abbey. Income from these sources ensures that 
we cover our administrative costs and provide additional income to maintain our grant-
making.

I make no apology for emphasising the importance of bequests and legacies, which over 
the years have enabled the Friends to support a number of major projects in the Abbey. I 
would urge any members who have not done so to consider leaving a legacy to enable the 
Friends to continue to support the PCC to the same extent as they have in the past.
                                                                                                                                    
Hugh Sweet
Hon. Treasurer
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LEAVING A LEGACY IN YOUR WILL

The Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey have benefited greatly from those who have 
continued their giving by leaving a legacy in their Will. These gifts may have been a 
specific sum, or a share in the Estate once other gifts have been made. If you are 
reviewing your Will, or making a Will for the first time, could you include a gift to the 
Friends? Any gift received will allow us to continue to support  the maintenance of the 
fabric of our beautiful Abbey, and its services and activities. 

A possible form of words for such a bequest:

I bequeath to The Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey of Church Street, Tewkesbury, GL20 
5RZ registered Charity Number 211236 the sum of £ ……… / OR the residue (or a 
……… share of the residue) of my Estate. 



Young Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey - It started with a Christmas Card ...

Back in 2015, The Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey invited 
pupils from local schools to enter a competition, to design 
their card for Christmas 2016. Then, at the award 
ceremony, Graham Finch introduced the concept of Young 
Friends, inviting all the young people gathered there to 
become inaugural members.

Contact was then made with other potential young friends 
connected with the Abbey and, by the time we held our 
inaugural event at the end of April, 2017, we had 23 
members. Now, there are 42 Young Friends, aged between
5 and 16, with a wide range of abilities, of a variety of faiths

and none, from all areas of the parish and beyond. They have enjoyed opportunities to 
learn, make friends, have fun, care for the Abbey and serve their community.  

Having fun together

The Young Friends’ inaugural event last April was a tour of the Hidden Spaces of the Abbey,
which had us scrambling up narrow staircases and through tight passages within the walls, 
to the Parvis Chamber, the Bell Chamber, up to the top of the tower, into the sacristy and 
down into the Clarence vault. Since then, we have held a printing workshop, inspired by the
floor tiles in the Quire and we enjoyed a journey by train to Gloucester, where we visited the
Cathedral for a Harry Potter tour, parachuted teddies from the nave ceiling, admired the 
glorious east window and helped to paint a carpet of colour in the cloister.  

Following the rule of St Benedict

Young Friends have also followed the rule of St
Benedict, by working hard to make the Abbey
welcoming to visitors, by cleaning chairs,
hassocks and floors, and filling leaflet boxes.
Just before Christmas, we cleaned the big six
high altar candlesticks plus the brassware in
the vestry. We also wrapped presents and
helped to make Christingles for the Christmas
Eve service.

Gaining support from the wider community

In the spring of 2017 the Friends of
Tewkesbury Abbey requested and was
awarded by Tewkesbury Town Council a grant
for the sum of £50, as a gesture of support for
our new initiative to start a Young Friends
group. The Council’s £50 grant has helped us
in our endeavours by enabling us to buy
protective floor covers, so that we can do
messy craft activities in the Abbey itself.  It has
paid for postage stamps, to aid in recruitment
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and also towards refreshments. It has enabled us to become established without having to 
divert any of the Friends’ funds away from the purpose for which they were raised and to 
attract benefactors of our own, who have been inspired to support us in our aim to educate 
and foster the future inheritors of Tewkesbury’s beautiful Abbey.

Exploring our boundaries

On the 6th May, 2018 Young Friends and their families went out to Beat the Bounds, 
recalling a spiritual and practical custom that goes back to before 1066. The parish 
boundary is so long that we could only do parts of it, but we managed to beat the bounds at
the Lower Lode, the Upper Lode, on the Mythe Bridge and, rather provocatively, on Oldbury
Road, opposite Holy Trinity church. We were all pretty tired and footsore by the end of the 
afternoon but some of us still had enough energy for evensong afterwards. Thank you to Fr.
Charles Whitney for leading our prayers and to the Lower Lode pub for ferrying us all 
across the River Severn.

Planning for future activities

During the summer the Young Friends hope to spend another morning cleaning in the 
Abbey. Julia knows that she will have to prepare a massive list of jobs to do because Young
Friends are such efficient and enthusiastic workers. Other activities in the planning stage at 
the moment are a ‘sounds, sights and smells’ morning, clay tile-making, lessons in 
photography and a visit to see the Mappa Mundi in Hereford.

In Their Own Words - Feedback from our Young Friends:

Paige:
“Young Friends is great and we get to see things in The Abbey that we don't normally see. 
It's good meeting new friends too.”  Paige
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Lucy:
“On the 29th April the Young Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey gathered together for their first 
event named the Hidden Spaces. We were split into different groups to go and investigate 
the part of the Abbey that most people don’t know about! To start off this very interesting 
tour, one group explored the secret that hides behind a wooden, rusted door in the Upper 
Room. It was very exciting to discover this space that we had no idea existed! This magical 
place had an extremely low ceiling as it was the upper roof of the Abbey and was covered 
in cobwebs.

After that interesting experience we headed off to hunt out the antique passageways used 
by the Monks around 600 years ago! They used these passageways to get around the 
beautiful Abbey during their services and at night. There were lots of different passages 
causing it to be very easy to get lost! Up in
these secret walkways it was surprisingly
dark but luckily, we had torches at hand.

The whole tour was lots of fun and we had
all worked up an appetite! It was a pleasure
to sit and enjoy a yummy hot dog with my
new-found Abbey family and catch up with
my choir friends. The whole Abbey tour
really gave me a taste of the secrets and
stories of this amazing building, and I shall
enjoy more Young Friends opportunities as
much as this one!”  

Rachel:
“I really enjoy being a young friend of
Tewkesbury Abbey because we do lots of
interesting things.  Since the Young Friends
began, we have had many lovely
experiences and I have met lots of new
friends.

Some of the things we have done so far are
a trip to Gloucester Cathedral to do their
Harry Potter tour, where we saw several
locations used in the films.  We have also
been on a tour of the hidden places around the Abbey, like the roof spaces and the Sacristy.
On another occasion, we helped the Vergers polish the candle sticks on the high altar, 
which is somewhere very few people get to go.

I am really looking forward to taking part in even more activities for the Young Friends of 
Tewkesbury Abbey.”

Natasha and Alexander:
“We are founder members of the Young Friends. The first event was a tour of hidden 
spaces in the Abbey. These were run by friendly and informative people and was highly 
enjoyable. We were able to speak to the archaeologist and he showed us a dog’s skull 
which made him believe that they did dog racing. A highlight of this tour for my brother was 
when he tried on a bishop’s mitre in the vestry. The next activity we did was cleaning the 
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Nave. We split into a girl’s team and a boy’s team and then competed against each other to 
see who could clean their side of the nave first. This involved hoovering the kneelers, 
cleaning the chairs and then sweeping the floor to help keep our abbey clean. 

The Young Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey is superbly co-
ordinated by Joanne who arranges interesting and 
exciting activities for us to do. She is accompanied by a 
group of lovely people who are friendly and willing to help.
We love being part of the Young Friends of Tewkesbury 
Abbey.”

Marcus:
“The first Young Friends event I did was the Hidden 
Spaces tour. The crypt was very small; I hadn’t known that
before. Going along in the roof space above the nave was
exciting.  Apparently, the women and children hid up there
to be safe during the Battle of Tewkesbury.  Also it was fun
up on the tower because of the view and the story of the 
town crier (who’s scared of heights) nevertheless going up
and shouting the news from there once a year.  Although I 

don’t know how you’d hear, it’s such a long way. Perhaps he has massive lungs.  Perhaps 
he could come and be a buffalo bass in the choir!

We also had a day helping to clean the nave. It was fun working together. We had a race, in
teams, to see who could do it first: put the chairs in straight lines, sweep the floor, clean the 
chairs, hoover the hassocks, and put in new gift-aid envelopes. I thought it was a good 
system to work row by row, even if I did get grumbled at by a visitor who was trying to take 
a photo (and didn’t want me in it) of the bosses and ceiling of the south aisle.

Another time, we took the train from Ashchurch - a First Great Western, three-carriage - to 
Gloucester. It was sunny and mild, nice to walk outside. At the cathedral, we were shown 
around by a guide who explained
how several of the Harry Potter
films has been filmed in the
cloisters. I liked their small-paned
windows and the ornate stone of
the very fancy ceiling. In the main
building, there were lots of different
stands and displays – Morrisons
gave us free snacks of fruits and
vegetables. At BBC Children in
Need, you could pay 50p for a
teddy to be attached to a
parachute, on the end of a massive
zip-wire. It would go shooting up to
the end, fly off and you’d go
running all the way down the nave
to see if you could catch it.

I think having the Young Friends is a very good idea. It gets young people together and gets
them interested in joining in and helping the Abbey.” 
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George:
“My brother, Marcus, and I first heard about the Abbey in 2010, while Daddy was listening to
the Christmas broadcast and peeling carrots. We started coming to the 9.15 in the New 
Year and I remember liking helping do the sausages. Once Marcus could read, we joined 
the choir so music has been our main thing at the Abbey for the last five years. Now we 
have Young Friends, too, which means that we can play a more active role in more of what 
the Abbey does.

I’m looking forward to the next event, a walk to
beat the bounds (what with…?) on Rogation
Sunday. We hope to include the Ham and find
out more about the animals and plants that live
there; it may still be under-water, however. I
expect there are other parts of the parish
boundary for us to explore if need be.”

Zoë:
“During my time of being a Young Friend of
Tewkesbury Abbey, I have been to various
workshops and events.
The printing workshop
This was my first experience. It was inspired by the tiles in the Abbey near the Altar. First, 
we copied out a pattern from the floor onto a piece of paper and then cut a shape from our 
design onto a piece of sponge. We did this to all of the shapes in our designs before placing
the sponge in paint and stamping it onto a piece of material to make a pattern.  After, I 
added a few extra, smaller stamps in the corners. My main stamps were red and blue and 
the extra, crosses were gold.  I really enjoyed designing, drawing and making my print. 
Here is a picture of my print: - 
Helping to clean the candlesticks
Cleaning the candlesticks is a very important job at Tewkesbury
Abbey because they stand on display at the High Altar. There are
several candlesticks and each group polished one. It was hard to
get dirt off the wax and also the wax off the metal bowl. When we
had finished, I felt very pleased because it looked like we had
done a good job and I could see the difference from when we had
started.
Making the Christingles
Just before Christmas, the Young Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey,
helped make the Christingles. We had hundreds to make – so we
got down to work! In each bag, we put: an orange, four cocktail
sticks with sweets pinned onto them, a small candle and a circular piece of tin foil. Soon, 
with all the people who helped, we had finished them. I went to the Christingle Service and 
they looked great so all our hard work had paid off.
The Harry Potter Tour 
This event was at Gloucester Cathedral. As I love Harry Potter books, I was really looking 
forward to this tour because the Cathedral was used as a setting for some of the scenes in 
the Harry Potter movies. We caught a train from Ashchurch Station and when we got to the 
Cathedral we had a tour where I learnt some very interesting facts. Some of the modern-
day things you see around the Cathedral had to be covered up for filming as they didn’t 
have them at Hogwarts. We had our lunch in the courtyard. In the afternoon, we helped 
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colour in a very long colouring sheet that took up the whole space of a corridor. I really 
enjoyed this day and the things that I learnt were really interesting.

On another occasion, I helped wrap up Christmas presents, polished the candle bowls and 
moved the Wise Men across the Abbey.  It was not easy moving three life sized men as 
some of their body parts didn’t stay attached to their bodies. 

I have been a Friend for less than a year but, as you can see, I have been to many different
events and would recommend it to other children too.”  

Reports from the Committees

Events Committee 

As mentioned on the last page of the December 2017 newsletter, our Autumn event took 
place rather later than hoped as the Bodleian Library only allows viewings of its Medieval 
documents out of term time. However, it was an event well worth braving the winter chill for. 
Following a suggestion by Patrick Webley during his very successful Fitzhamon Lecture last
April, we took a party of 26 people (the number dictated by the restrictions at the library 
itself) to Oxford to view, for the first time since 1976, Tewkesbury Abbey’s wonderful 
Founders’ Book.

The viewing was unforgettable. 
The book itself is a glorious and 
moving piece of late Medieval 
work. It is not very large but the 
illustrations throughout the forty 
or so pages are astonishing. The
paint looks as fresh as the day it 
was applied. The artwork itself 
was clearly done “in house” by 
some talented monks but not 
master craftsmen, which 
somehow made it all the more 
moving. It is simply stunning; as 
was the beautiful Manorial Roll, 
belonging to the Abbey, which 
was unrolled and displayed in full
for us and from which a lot of the 

information in the book was taken. Seeing the pair together was something all of us 
privileged to be present will remember always.

In the afternoon we toured the Bodleian itself, which was fascinating and then went to 
Christ Church to have tea in the utterly splendid Great Hall. This was arranged for us by the
Vicar who, at a completely different event, cornered the Dean and extracted permission! 
After that we attended Evensong in Christ Church Cathedral itself, which was a perfect 
finale to what had been a simply astonishing day.
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Our winter event was a concert by a group of musicians specialising in medieval music, 
“Waytes and Measures”. It took place in early February, before Lent, and was a huge 
success. The players gave their services gratis, except for a very small sum to cover 
expenses and all the profits, well over £500, went to the Organ Fund. It was a very jolly 
evening. Plenteous eats and drinks were provided in the interval and the large audience 
(the hall was full) left having had a very satisfying evening and much better informed about 
the musical instruments carved on our nave bosses.

The next planned event at the end of April was the second
Fitzhamon Lecture. Originally it was to be given by Professor
Joyce Hill but, through reasons beyond her control, her lecture
has been postponed until next year. Following our visit to the
Bodleian it seemed only natural that we should approach the
author of the wonderful article on the Founders’ Book, Dr. Julian
Luxford, in the big Abbey Guide. He accepted and presented an
absolutely fascinating lecture on the Founders’ Book itself and
other aspects of late Medieval Benedictine life, once again to a
packed hall. We are so grateful to him for coming all the way from
St. Andrews, where he is Head of Art History. A transcript of his
talk, with the accompanying presentation slides, are available
from the Friends’ website.

For our Summer event which takes place the day following our
A.G.M. we are planning to go to Glastonbury Abbey and Wells
Cathedral. It should be an interesting trip with organised tours
ofboth places, time to explore Wells and, as is usual for us,
finishing the day at Evensong in the Cathedral.

The autumn event is yet to be finalised but we are looking into a tour of Kelmscott Manor, 
followed by viewing the magnificent medieval glass of Fairford Church.

Please do not hesitate to join us if you can.

Patricia Purkiss, Co-chair - Events Committee
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Membership and Communications Committee

The committee meets to arrange the what and the how and the when of the ongoing 
communication of the Friends to its members and, fortified by cake, considers the 
implications of statutory requirements such as HMRC rules and the General Data 
Protection Regulations (GDPR) coming in to effect in 2018.

During 2017 we took advantage of the Abbey’s excellent website to maintain our page 
giving Members and visitors alike some information about the role and activity of the 
Friends. However this does not meet all our needs and so, as this report is being issued, 
we are launching our own website: www.friendsoftewkesburyabbey.org.uk to enable us to 
provide more information and resources, particularly for those Friends who do not live close
enough to Tewkesbury to join in the increasing numbers of events and activities.

This also gives us access to the following new email addresses to be used for 
communication:

chair@friendsoftewkesburyabbey.org.uk
admin@friendsoftewkesburyabbey.org.uk
treasurer@friendsoftewkesburyabbey.org.uk
events@friendsoftewkesburyabbey.org.uk
youngfriends@friendsoftewkesburyabbey.org.uk

Do add these addresses to your online address book. If you are expecting email news from 
the Friends and do not receive any please check your ‘Spam’ or ‘’Junk’ box, and send us a 
message if nothing is there  – we would not want you to miss out!

For those who use social media we have also established a Friends Facebook page – 
please find and ‘Like’ our page!

We are currently making a few checks to ensure that we remain compliant with Data 
Protection Regulations. With the mailing of this report we are enclosing a simple form to be 
completed and returned to us. For those who are on our emailing database this form is also
being issued electronically and can be completed with a few clicks. If we do not receive 
your explicit stated permission we cannot continue to send you reports, newsletters and 
invitations to events so do please return this form. Our membership application forms, 
webpages, electronic mailings and other communication are all being redesigned to request
and maintain member information in the required format and for the stated purposes.

The committee has been looking at ways to identify Friends when they visit the Abbey, and 
to make available some simple Friends’ benefits, such as a discount on some items. 
Hopefully we will be able to give some good news on these in the newsletter which is 
issued towards the end of the year.

Karen Vincent (Chair)
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Do keep us informed of any changes to your contact details, either by post to 
The Secretary of The Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey, Tewkesbury Abbey Office, Church 
Street, Tewkesbury, GL20 5RZ, 
or by email to admin@friendsoftewkesburyabbey.org.uk Thank you.



Member Updates

The Friends welcomed the following new members during 2017: 

Life members

Mr David Bagley Mr Hugh Bennett
Mr Nevin Brown Mrs Natasha Bucknell
Mr Patrick Bucknell Miss Margaret Dale
Miss Mary Foster Mr Robert Harris
Mr Nick Hoskins Mr William Hunt
Mr Jonathan Lancashire Mrs Joanne Raywood
Mr James Roberts Mrs Elizabeth Taylor

Annual members

Mr Stuart Benge Mrs Christine Bennett
Mr Hugh Clatworthy Mr Graham Eaves
Mr Bill Evans Mrs Dawna Greaves
Mrs Elizabeth Hart Mr Paul Hart
Mrs Linda Hoskins Mr William Knell 
Mrs Koren Minchin Mr Nigel Morgan
Mrs Rosemary Nelstrop Mrs Catherine Oxley
Mr Julian Oxley Miss Deborah Radburn
Mr Alan Reay Mr William Richardson DL
Mrs Elizabeth Simpson Mrs Lisa Smith
Mrs Elizabeth Stock Mrs Margaret Strange
Dr Alwyn Thompson Mrs Lauren Tully
Mrs Antoinette van der Horst Mr Jan van der Horst

Complimentary members (*couples married in the Abbey in 2017)

* Mr Edward Aspey & Ms Rachel d’Cunha * Mr Jack Boskett & Ms Ellie Burden
* Mr Adrian Boulton & Ms Rebecca Ryder * Mr Thomas Cooke & Ms Zoe Fowler
* Mr Jack Coombe & Ms Louise Hipkins * Mr Joseph Fulwood & Ms Charlotte Case
* Mr Lewis Gore & Ms Stephanie Higgs * Mr Sam Griffiths & Mrs Jacqueline Griffiths
* Mr Benjamin Homans &  Ms Jodie Hicks         * Dr Thomas H- Williams & Dr Hilary Thornton
* Mr Huw Jenkins & Ms Susannah Wells * Mr Robert King & Ms Kirsty Sivell
* Mr Ole Stephan & Mrs Daniela Stephan * Mr Jason Vivier & Ms Otylia Lamparska

Young Friends - 41

As at 31 December 2017 membership of The Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey stood at 587 
members.

We also remember those Friends who died, or whose deaths were recorded, in 2017

Mr Martin Blyth Miss Cynthia Clarkson Webb

Mr Terry Dryden Mr Stanley Greenland

Mr Martin Leech Mrs Jean Michaux

Mrs Daphne Regan Mrs Judith Smith

Mr Richard Vyvyan
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Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey Annual General Meeting
 Sunday 2nd July 2017 at 2.30pm in the Parish Hall

Present: Mr N Birdsall; Mrs A Budgett; Mrs A Cadbury; Mrs S Coulton; Mrs J Davis; Mr & Mrs S Dawe; Mr K 
Dove; Mr S Evans; Mr G Finch; Mrs M Green; Mrs R Harvey; Mrs B Haynes; Mrs C Hodges; Mrs P Horsley; 
Mr & Mrs D Ireson; Dr B Jepson; Mrs M Lawrence; Mrs J Maxlow-Tomlinson; Mr & Mrs A Meares; Mrs P 
Packwood; Mrs P Purkiss; Mr & Mrs D Raywood; Mr & Mrs J Roberts; Mr C Sawyer; Dr & Mrs P Smail; Mr & 
Mrs I Steele; Mr H Sweet; Mr & Mrs K Talbot; Mr J Thorne; Mr & Mrs M Vincent; Mr P Webley; Mr R Welton; 
Mr G Whitehead; Revd C Whitney; Revd P Williams; Mrs M Wilson; Mr T Woollatt; Mrs R Young

Apologies: Mr & Mrs A Barrett; Mr & Mrs B Basham; Mr J Comins; Dr A Crowther; Mrs P Dove; Mrs S Evans; 
Mrs P Fearnley; Mr & Mrs S Greenland; Miss V Haworth; Mr & Mrs K Lamb; Dr & Mrs D Parsons; Mrs M 
Paternoster; Mr G Purefoy; Ven J Searle; Bishop Robert Springett; Bishop Rachel Treweek; Dr R Wilson

The Chairman, Mr Graham Finch, welcomed everyone to the meeting, and thanked all 
those involved in the excellent services that morning, and the Social Committee for 
organising the bring and share lunch. The Social Committee would welcome more 
members to assist them, and the Chairman requested that anyone interested should speak 
to Mrs Mary Green.

The Chairman recalled those Friends who had died since the last AGM and a period of 
silence was held to remember them: 

Miss Cynthia Clarkson Webb Mrs Jeanne Ramsbottom
Mr Felix Gameson Mrs Marion Sanders
Mr AB North Mrs Margaret Togni
Mrs Jennifer Pardy Mrs Elaine Vincent-Tyrer
Mr Richard Pugh Miss Ella Waydelin

The Chairman passed on best wishes from the Friends’ President, Bishop Rachel. The 
Vicar, Revd Canon Paul Williams, read the Friends’ meeting prayer. 

Chairman’s Report

The Chairman thanked the Secretary and Administrator, Mrs Karen Vincent, for the Annual 
Report, which gave a splendid summary of the activities of the Friends. The focus for the 
report this year is ‘Music’ with an appreciation of Musica Deo Sacra and in particular the 
work of David Ireson, who would be the speaker at the lecture to follow the meeting. The 
Friends have committed £30,000 to the refurbishment of the Milton organ, and sponsored 
two choral scholarships with the Schola Cantorum of Tewkesbury Abbey.

There have been a number of Friends’ developments in the past year. Some of these are 
very visible, for example the increase in the number of communications, others less so, 
such as administrative changes and developing new contacts.  The Fundraising and 
Communications committee, under the chairmanship of Dr David Parsons, has also been 
investigating new approaches to fundraising so that there is no competition for funds 
between the different bodies within the Abbey. In this Dr Parsons has been working with Mr 
John Jeffreys and Revd Canon Paul Williams. There are plans for a legacy campaign in the 
near future. 

The Chairman thanked the Events and Activities Committees, under the chairmanship of 
Mrs Mary Green and Mrs Patricia Purkiss, for a number of excellent events – the visit to 
Hereford, and to attend the performance of ‘Brass’ in Birmingham, and the inaugural 
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Fitzhamon Lecture. For the latter the Chairman also thanked Mr Pat Webley for his talk on 
‘The Secret Life of an Archivist’, and announced that the Fitzhamon Lecturer in 2018 would 
be Professor Joyce Hill who would speak on ‘The Origins of the Benedictine Order in 
England’. The Friends were looking forward to their trip to Southwell Minster the following 
day.

A key new venture for the Friends is ‘The Young Friends’ who were commissioned in the 
services that morning. It is wonderful to get the children and young people involved, and 
encouraging to see them carrying things forward into the future. This would not have been 
possible without Mrs Joanne Raywood who  offered to help after the Christmas Card 
reception last November and has completed much excellent work already. An inaugural 
event for the Young Friends was held in April, a ‘Hidden Spaces Tour’ of the Abbey. The 
Chairman then invited Mrs Raywood to tell the meeting a little more about the Young 
Friends. 

Mrs Raywood reported that the role enables her to combine many of her own interests and 
experience. A newsletter for the Young Friends is available and will keep all informed of 
their activities. There is already a long list of planned and possible events for the future, 
including a printing workshop, a cleaning day and a visit to Gloucester cathedral. The 
meeting warmly applauded Mrs Raywood in appreciation.

The Chairman then turned to the work of the Finance and Investment Committee under the 
chairmanship of Hugh Sweet. Money has been given to the Parochial Church Council to 
fund the stonework repairs required following the quinquennial report. The Friends have 
pledged £30,000 to the PCC for the work to the Milton organ. In addition to this grant further
resources will be made available as required to enable match funding applications by the 
PCC to proceed; the total cost of the project is likely to be £200,000. In future there are 
likely to be commitments arising from the various 2021 projects. The chairman thanked Mr 
Timothy Woollatt for his work on the committee and particularly for the consideration of the 
investments held with CCLA.

The Chairman reported that the joint PCC/Friends Standing Committee is working well, is in
communication constantly, and enables strategic planning for the future. He thanked all 
members of Council who have embraced many changes over the last couple of years, and 
all Friends without whom none of it would be possible.

Minutes of the AGM held 2nd July 2016 

The minutes were proposed by the Chairman as a complete and accurate record and all 
voted in favour, with no abstentions. There were no matters arising.

Elections

The Chairman reminded the meeting that the Chairman, Vice-Chair and Treasurer are 
elected annually, along with 4 members of Council.

Chair – one nomination, Mr Graham Finch. Proposed by Mrs Mary Green, Seconded by Mr 
Tim Woollatt. All present voted in favour with no abstentions.

Vice-Chair – one nomination, Dr Andrew Crowther. Proposed by Mr Graham Finch, 
Seconded by Mrs Mary Green. All present voted in favour with no abstentions.
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Mr Finch expressed his thanks for the trust placed in his Chairmanship. He is grateful for 
Andrew Crowther’s unswerving advice and support.

The Chairman gave reference to the members of Council who were finishing their terms of 
office at this meeting. Mr John Jeffreys has completed his 4 years of office as an ex-officio 
member of Council during his service as Churchwarden; he has been a source of enormous
support and will be missed. Mrs Janice Smail was on the Council as PCC representative 
and has finished this term of office. Mr Peter Aldridge first became a member of Council 
when he was Town Mayor and this was an ex officio position, continuing as an elected 
member when his term of office concluded. Dr Howard Bluett has now moved away to 
Epsom, but will continue to be the Friends’ USA representative. Mr John Comins has 
decided to stand for re-election to the Council. Mr Timothy Woollatt has been associated 
with the Friends for more than 50 years; the Chairman reported how valuable his friendship,
support and wise counsel has been, and he was warmly applauded.

Mrs Patricia Wardrobe has stood down as Table Secretary during the past year, and the 
Council made a presentation to her at that time, with grateful thanks for her work over the 
years. Mrs Janice Smail has agreed to take on this important role. The Council welcomed 
Dr Peter Smail in the ex-officio position as the newly elected Churchwarden, and Mrs Nicola
Hawley as the new PCC representative, alongside Mr Stephen Evans who is continuing in 
this position.

The following nominations for Council were read, and declared elected unopposed: 

Mr John Comins – Proposed by Mr Hugh Sweet, Seconded by Mrs Margaret Wilson
Mrs Joanne Raywood - Proposed by Mrs Mary Green, Seconded by Mrs Sue Coulton
Mrs Janice Smail – Proposed by Mrs Karen Vincent, Seconded by Mr Marc Vincent
Revd Charles Whitney – Proposed by Dr Andrew Crowther, Seconded by Mrs Patricia 
Purkiss

Treasurer’s Report

Mr Hugh Sweet reminded the meeting that the Treasurer’s report had been issued as a 
summary with the Annual Report, although a full set of the accounts is available if 
requested. He reported that a total of £125,000 was committed last year: for the Milton 
organ, the annual Fabric Grant to the PCC, and to give support for the 20.21 Development 
officer. In addition £30,000 has recently been committed for minor works around the 
grounds, and the sum of £42,500 given to the Choral Scholarship Fund for investment to 
cover the cost of two choristers for a period of 5 years at £8,500 per year. He confirmed that
it is within the objects of the Friends to provide support in this way. Bequests continue to be 
a major element of the Friends’ income: accounting for 53% in 2016, and 65% in 2015. The 
Friends rely very much on these, and appropriate wording for a will is provided in the 
Annual Report.

There have been 40 new members this year. A further £30,000 has been invested in the 
Church of England Investment Fund which is currently performing well. This has reduced 
the amounts held in deposit accounts. The Treasurer thanked Mr Graham Finch, Mrs Karen
Vincent, Mrs Patricia Wardrobe and Mrs Janet Smail for their work. He proposed that the 
Friends maintain the independent examiners CB Chartered Accountants of Church St, 
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Tewkesbury following a successful first year. This proposal was seconded by Graham Finch
and all voted in favour with no abstentions. 

The Chairman advised that there had been one nomination for Treasurer – Mr Hugh Sweet 
had been proposed by Mrs Margaret Wilson and seconded by Mrs Janice Smail. Mr Hugh 
Sweet was therefore elected as Treasurer unopposed. 

Vicar’s News 

Revd Canon Paul Williams thanked the Friends for their unstinting support to the PCC in 
the outreach of the Abbey through its beauty; its maintenance could not be completed 
without the maintenance grant. It is good to have the big projects but just as important to 
keep the small things going, such as the removal and grassing of the slope by St Nicholas’ 
steps. He invited everyone to attend Evensong at the end of the afternoon, advising that an 
international documentary by a company called ‘Off the Rails’ featuring key buildings such 
as Salisbury and St Paul’s cathedrals was being filmed at the Abbey during the weekend. 
The Vicar expressed thanks to all and was warmly applauded.

Any Other Business

1. The Chairman drew attention to a watercolour painting of the Abbey which is a gift to the 
Friends from Norma and Peter Jones. It was painted in 1975 by Norma’s godfather. The 
picture is currently on display in the Abbey office.

2. For those going on the trip to Southwell Minster there was a reminder that they needed to
be in The Crescent at 8.20am.

3. Mrs Margaret Wilson advised that a ticket needed to be collected for the tea in the 
Touching Souls tearoom.

4. The Council had agreed honorary life membership for David and Hazel Ireson, but a 
review of the Friends’ constitution revealed that the Annual General Meeting had to confirm 
this. Those present duly confirmed this by acclaim.

5. Evensong would not be with a procession as advertised in the Friends’ mailing due to the
filming.

The Chairman confirmed that the Friends’ Festival and AGM next year would be held on 
Sunday 1st July 2018, and the meeting was closed.

Mr David Ireson then gave the Friends a fascinating lecture on his 40 year experience of 
Musica Deo Sacra, much of it as its director. This included musical excerpts. 

The Friends took tea together and a good number attended Evensong in the Abbey to close
the Friends’ Festival.
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The Friends' Annual Festival

Sunday 8th July, 2018

PROGRAMME FOR THE FRIENDS' ANNUAL FESTIVAL

9.15am ‘9.15 Together’ Parish Eucharist

11.00am Procession and Sung Eucharist
Preacher: Revd Joanne Wetherall 
Children and Families Officer for the Diocese of Gloucester 

12.30pm Bring and Share Lunch

2.30pm AGM in the Parish Hall
followed by a talk by Revd. Joanne Wetherall

4.00pm Tea and biscuits

5.00pm Solemn Evensong and Procession 

Agenda for the Annual General Meeting

The Friends' Meeting Prayer

Apologies and Opening Remarks

Minutes of the AGM held on the 2nd July 2017

Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman

Election of Council Members

Election of Treasurer

Appointment of Examiners

Treasurer's Report and Accounts for the year ending 31st December 2017

Vicar's News

Any Other Business

Date of Festival and AGM 2019 – Sunday 7th July
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The Friends’ Meeting Prayer

God our Creator, grant that your love may be present at our meeting, so that what we say
and do may be for the good of Tewkesbury Abbey and its Friends. 

May we receive fresh encouragement in our labours, catch a wider vision, and dedicate
ourselves anew to the work to which you have called us. 

We ask this in the name of Him who came not to be served, but to serve, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The Friends' Prayer

O God who for the glory of this thine earthly house 
didst move thy servant Edward Pountney Gough to found 

the fellowship of the Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey, 
wherein we are gathered 

faithfully to protect and adorn its beauty; 
grant, we beseech thee, that, 

we being zealous in the service of thy sanctuary, 
all who worship here may perceive the excellence of thy majesty 

and be filled with the fruits of thy Holy Spirit. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord who liveth and reigneth with thee 

and the same Spirit, one God, world without end. 
Amen

Aims and Constitution

The purpose of the Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey is to assist the PCC in maintaining the 
fabric of the Abbey, and its services and activities, and adorning and preserving it, together 
with its furnishings, vestments and ornaments, for posterity.

The Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey shall also be free to devote a part of their funds to the 
preservation and improvement of the properties forming part of the ancient possessions of 
the Monastery now vested in the Trust known as the Abbey Lawn Trust, provided that the 
ultimate control of the use to which such monies are put remains with the Trustees.

The management of the affairs of the Friends is in the hands of a Council. The Vicar and 
Churchwardens of the Abbey are ex-officio members of the Council; the Parochial Church 
Council nominates two representatives. Other places on the Council are filled by election at 
the Annual General Meeting of the Friends.

Photo credits: We would like to thank the parents of the Young Friends whose photographs 
appear in this report for their permission for these to be used, and to all who provided 
photographs from Friends’ events.
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The Young Friends' Banner


