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Cross-referencing between chapters 1 and 4.

Above, on the left-hand side (folio 4 verso), are two passages of text with signs in red ink and the 
word ‘nota’ (‘take note’) above them. Later, on folios 17 verso and 18 recto, these signs are found 
again, with the instruction to ‘Quere in principio libri ubi inveniet [sign]’ (‘Search in the first book 
where you find [this sign]’). The corresponding passages of text are not identical: rather, those in 
chapter (or ‘book’) 1 given additional information about points raised in chapter 4.



The transition to chapter 2 is 
marked by a change of script style 
halfway down folio 5 recto. The 
colour of the ink is also different, 
and the rubrics drop out. The idea 
was evidently to suggest the 
difference of the affairs in chapter 
2 by employing a different, older-
looking script. 

By ‘difference’ I mean that the 
material in chapter 2 evidently 
relates to Cranborne abbey rather 
than Tewkesbury. What we see 
here is a list of relics that 
Aethelweard Maew gave to 
Cranborne. Some or all of these 
relics may have come to 
Tewkesbury when Cranborne was 
subjected to it in the early twelfth 
century. 



Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS Top. Glouc. D.2, folio 5 recto-verso

List of relics given by Æthelweard Mæw to Cranborne abbey in the late tenth century.

He bequeathed the cross of the Saviour, not a small piece: the bed in which he [Christ] was born: the cradle in which he was 

nourished as an infant: the stone on which he sat with the apostles on Mount Tabor: the saviour’s chalice: the rope placed 

around his neck when he was being led along: rock of Mount Calvary in which the Lord’s cross was set: the Lord’s 

sepulchre: earth he trod upon on the Mount of Olives when he ascended into heaven: the Virgin Mary’s sepulchre: stones 

with which the blessed Stephen was stoned: dust of the relics of all the saints that could be sought in Jerusalem: a certain 

bone of Saint Julian, bishop: certain relics of Saint Martin and of Saint Stephen, also of Saint Alexander: and various 

others, which it is too time-consuming to enumerate: he also bequeathed to the church of Cranborne some relics sent to him 

from Little Britain [i.e. Brittany].





Founders’ Book, folio 8 verso: the supposed Mercian dukes Oddo and 
Doddo, credited with founding Tewkesbury abbey in A.D. 715. The fact 
that each holds a miniature church apparently does not mean that they 
founded two monasteries between them. Despite the architectural 
differences represented by the artist, both models stand for Tewkesbury 
abbey. 



Founders’ Book, folios 41 recto, 41 verso and 42 recto. The ultimate coat of arms in the manuscript is attributed the George, duke of Clarence (d. 
1478) and Edward, his son (d. 1499). The escutcheon has become so complex that the artist felt obliged to supply a heraldic key identifying the 
constituent charges. Among these is the gold engrailed cross on a red field attributed to Oddo and Doddo, and duly identified with them in the 
key (bottom of folio 41 verso).



Founders’ Book, folios 10 verso and (above) 15 recto. Æthelweard Mæw shown 
together with his wife Algiva (L.); Robert of Gloucester (alias ‘the Consul) (d. 
1147) and his wife Mabilia (Mabel). Note the women’s gabled headdresses with 
long lapets: I will say more about these presently. 



Founders’ Book, folio 15 verso. 
William, 2nd earl of Gloucester, 
and Hawise, his countess. The 
church they hold probably 
represents Keynsham abbey, near 
Bristol, which William founded. 
This is the same William who 
donated the ‘Magna Carta’ of 
Tewkesbury and is shown at the 
head of chapter 3. 

It is very gratifying to read, in the 
Dictionary of National Biography, that 
‘William appears to have been deeply 
devoted to his wife. Charter evidence 
shows that Countess Hawise was 
constantly in his company’.

The representation of Hawise as a 
devout and fashionable Tudor lady is 
also pleasing: note her flaring sleeves, 
slashed at the shoulders, her 
embroidered gable headdress, her 
knotted girdle and the string of prayer 
beads at her waist, with the ‘Ave’ and 
‘Paternoster’ beads clearly 
differentiated by size.



Founders’ Book, folio 27 recto. This 
represents Isabella Despenser (d. 
1439), wife of Richard Beauchamp, 
4th earl of Worcester (d. 1422) and 
Richard Beauchamp, 5th earl of 
Warwick (d. 1439). 

The attention paid by the chronicle to 
Isabella is striking. Not only is a 
disproportionate amount of text 
devoted to her, but she is, uniquely, 
the subject of two images. Moreover, 
both are narrative images – showing 
her at prayer before a statue of the 
Virgin and Child and on her deathbed 
(I will show this in a moment). These 
are the only images in the manuscript 
to locate their figure subjects in 
imaginable spatial and temporal 
environments. 



Founders’ Book, folio 31 recto. Here is Isabella Despenser on her death-
bed, attended by Abbot William of Bristol (d. c. 1444). 

She is handing him a document, presumably her will (as a synecdoche of 
the gifts it contains). Cleverly, this scene is set above an account of the 
benefits conferred on the monks by Isabella’s will. The image thus 
reinforces the bond between patron and abbey expressed by the text is a 
particularly literal way.

The relationship between the two figures – she is larger, higher up and 
shown as an agent rather than a passive recipient – is emblematic of 
Benedictine humility in general and also the particular relationship of lay 
patrons to monastic beneficiaries expressed in the Founders’ Book. 

Death-bed scenes representing identifiable individuals are not at all 
common in medieval art. This fact, the organisation of text and image here, 
and other things, makes the illustration of the Founders’ Book much more 
interesting than its quality might at first suggest.



Founders’ Book, folio 13 recto: Robert Fitzhamon (d. 1107) and Sybil, his 
wife, as re-founders of Tewkesbury abbey. The cut-down leaf before folio 
13 explains the ancestry of Rollo (d. c. 930), first ruler of Normandy. 
Fitzhamon was himself a descendant of Rollo, so it explains his ancestry 
too. The presence of unevenly cut leaves like folio 12 is one of the things 
that give the Founders’ Book its agreeably unpolished character.



Lady Margaret Beaufort (d. 1509), King Henry VII’s mother. This 
image, now at Hever Castle (Kent), is based on a painting made c. 
1500-09.

The comparison is in some ways imperfect – Lady Margaret is much 
more austerely dressed, for example – but does serve to indicate the 
Tudor provenance of the gabled headdress with long lappets.



Above: ‘Hugh, a great Mercian duke’; Robert Chandos (d. 1120); King John (d. 1216); Richard I de Clare, earl of Hertford (d. 1206)
Below: Gilbert I de Clare, earl of Gloucester and Hertford (d. 1230);  Richard II de Clare, earl of same (d. 1262); Gilbert II de Clare, earl of same (d. 1295)



Star-crossed lords: Gilbert II de Clare, earl of Gloucester (killed at Bannockburn, 1314) (L.) Bravely, or foolishly, he was in the van.
Hugh II Despenser, earl of same (hung, drawn and quartered at Hereford in 1326) (R.). Hugh was the confidant of King Edward II. The 
text of the Founders’ Book calls his execution ‘wicked, damnable, cruel and illegal’.



Two brothers: Hugh III Despenser (d. 1348, childless) ↑
Edward I Despenser (d. 1375): Edward is buried in the Trinity 
chapel to the north of the high altar in the abbey church. →



Above: Thomas Despenser, 13th Earl of Gloucester (d. 1400); 
Richard IV Beauchamp, 4th earl of Worcester (d. 1421); Richard V 
Beauchamp, 15th earl of Warwick (d. 1439). The latter two men were 
married successively to Isabella Despenser: Richard IV is buried in the 
chapel on the north side of the abbey church’s presbytery.

Below: Henry I Beauchamp, 16th earl of Warwick (d. 1446); 
Richard Neville, 16th earl of Warwick (d. 1471) – popularly, 
‘Warwick the kingmaker’.



Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS Latin miscellaneous b.2, the roll 
from which the arms in the Founders’ Book derive. The most 
complex escutcheon is represented twice, once for George duke of 
Clarence, once for his son Edward. 

The same shield, with the first three charges 
of the heraldic key, in the founders’ Book 
(folio 41 recto).



The Warwick chantry chapel, flanked by its tall niches. These held 
sculpted images of the lords of the manor of Tewkesbury.
Two surviving polygonal bases, one for Robert of Gloucester (below), 
the other for his son, William, 2nd earl of Gloucester (above).



Richard II de Clare (d. 1262). The 
leafy branch signifies his donation 
of Mythe Wood to the abbey

Gilbert III de Clare (d. 1314). The 
inverted torch, which looks like a 
broom in the Founders’ Book, 
signifies the extinguishment of the 
Clare line at Bannockburn



Thomas Despenser 
(d. 1400). He was a 
Garter knight, and 
the garter emblem 
is faintly visible on 
the cape thrown 
over the figure’s 
left shoulder. This 
cape was originally 
a brilliant blue.

←



end
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